
Faculty Senate Approved Minutes 

Gordon State College 

February 14, 2018, 3:30PM 

NAHS 117 
 

Call to Order:  Chair of the Faculty Senate Lynn Rumfelt called the meeting to order at 3:30 

PM. 
 

Faculty Senators present: Stephen Agyare (Health Information Management and Allied Health 

Depts.), James Awbrey (Business and Public Service), Kris Beck (History and Political 

Science), Henry Gore (Math and Computer Science), Melissa Harrison (Associate of Science in 

Nursing), Joyce Klaus (Biology and Physical Sciences), Wendy Martin (Associate of Science in 

Nursing), Erik McCarthy (Humanities), Jane-Marie McKinney (Business and Public Service), 

Courtney McLeod (Humanities), Andy Osborne (Biology and Physical Sciences), Tony Pearson 

(Fine and Performing Arts Programs), Jim Rickerson (Hightower Collaborative Learning Center 

& Library), Lynn Rumfelt (Biology and Physical Sciences), Jeff White (School of Education) 
 

Faculty Senators absent:  Caesar Perkowski (Humanities) 
 

There was a quorum. 
 

Non-Voting Members:  Interim President Rayfield, Provost and Vice President Academic 

Affairs Knighton 
 

Suspension of the Rules:  Senator White moved to suspend the rules to allow non-senators to 

speak; the motion was seconded and adopted. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Revised Minutes of the February 7, 2017 meeting were presented and 

approved by unanimous vote. 
 
 
 

Committee Reports: 
 

1. Academic Assessment Committee - Senator McCarthy 

 
No report 

 
2. Academic Judicial Committee - Senator Gore and Senator Harrison 

 
No report 

 
3. Academic Policy Committee - Senator Rickerson 

 
No report 



4. Admissions, Advisement, Registration, Retention, and Financial Aid Committee - Senator 

McKinney 
No report 

 
5. Budget Advisory Committee - Senator White 

 
No report 

 
6. Faculty Development Committee - Senator Perkowski 

 
There was no new business to report.  The committee will meet again after Spring Break, at a 

time and location to be determined. 

 
7. Faculty Welfare Committee - Senator Osborne and Senator Klaus 

 
No report 

 
8. General Education Committee - Senator Awbrey 

 
There was no new business to report.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 28th at 

3:30, in NAH 123. 

 
9. Gordon Statutes Committee - Senator Rumfelt 

 
No report 

 
10. Instructional Technology & eLearning Committee - Senator Beck 

 
No report 

 
11. Library Committee - Senator Martin 

 
No report 

 
12. Planning Committee - Senator Pearson 

 
No report 

 
 
 
 

Unfinished Business: 
 

None 



New Business 
 

1.   Academic Policy Committee Business 

a.   Alteration to existing course 

CSCI 2410 Foundations of Database Design – Change of prerequisites to 

include CSCI 1301 Computer Science I 
 

Discussion was opened by motion from Senator Pearson and was seconded.  Without 

discussion, the alteration CSCI 2410 was approved by unanimous vote. 
 

b.  Elimination to existing courses 

 
University of Georgia institutions will no longer offer foundation-level 

learning support courses per the Board of Regents 
 

i. ENGL 0989 Foundations for College Composition 

ii.  MATH 0987 Foundations of Quantitative Skills and Reasoning 

iii. MATH 0989 Foundations for College Algebra 
 

Senator Klaus moved to join ENGL 0989, MATH 0987, and MATH 0989; the motion 

was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  Discussion was then opened by 

Senator Klaus and seconded.  Without discussion, the elimination of ENGL 0989, 

MATH 0987, and MATH 0989 was approved by unanimous vote. 
 

c.   Proposal of New Degree Program 

 
i.   Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies 

1.   Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies Areas of Emphasis 

i. Professional Communication and Organization Track 

ii. Public Service Track 

iii. Management Track 
 

Discussion was opened by motion from Senator Osborne and seconded.  Without 

discussion, the proposal for the new Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies and 

associated tracks was approved by unanimous vote. 
 

 
 

Announcements: 
 

 Faculty Senate Chair Rumfelt announced an AAUP presentation by Steve Anthony, 

Executive Director and Governmental Affairs Liaison, scheduled for April 18th in 

NAHS 123.  Chair Rumfelt also introduced the topic of E-clips as a means of 

information sharing between USG institutions; Dr. Gaither will query deans and 

department heads to determine faculty interest. 

 
 Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs Jeff Knighton reminded the Senate of 

the upcoming meet-and-greets with Interim President Stuart Rayfield beginning next 

week, and the “heavy medieval” recital series performance by Seraph Brass on 



February 21st.  He solicited faculty participation in the Science Olympiad on 

February 24th, and the Teaching Matters Conference March 8th-9th.  Dr. Knighton 
concluded his remarks with an overview of the system-wide “Momentum Year” 
initiative; expectations and plans for implementation will be discussed in upcoming 

meetings with individual departments. 
 
 

 Interim President Stuart Rayfield updated the Senate on her correspondence with 

incoming President Kirk Nooks regarding his transition.  She reports that he has 

expressed eagerness to meet the faculty when he arrives on campus early this May. 

Dr. Rayfield concluded her remarks with her endorsement of the “Momentum Year” 

initiative. 
 

 
 

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 4:01 PM by motion from Senator White. 

Recorded by Senator McCarthy 


