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Faculty Senate Meeting  

Approved Minutes  
Gordon State College 

Monday, November 21, 2016 

NAHS 123 at 3:30 P.M. 
 

Call to Order  
 

Senator Osborne, Chair of the Faculty Senate, called the meeting to order at 3:31 P.M. 

 

Members Present: 
 

Dr. James Awbrey, Dr. Kris Beck, Dr. Theresa Buchannan, President Max Burns, Dr. Ric 

Calhoun, Professor Beverly Eskridge, Dr. Mark King, VPAA and Provost Jeff Knighton, Dr. 

Andy Osborne,  Professor Tony Pearson ,Dr. Steve Raynie, Dr. Lynn Rumfelt, Dr. LaRonda 

Sanders-Senu, Professor Mickie Weldon, Dr. Frank Winters, Professor Jeff White  

 

Members Absent:  
 

Dr. Mike Bender, Professor Rebecca Morgan  

 

Quorum met? Yes/No  
 

The Faculty Senate had a quorum. 

  

Suspension of the Rules 
 

Senator Pearson made a motion to allow non-senators to speak.  The motion carried.   

 

Approval of Minutes from the October 17, 2016 Meeting 
 

Senator Buchanan made a motion to accept the minutes from the meeting on October 17, 2016.   

The motion carried.  

 

Committee Reports 

Academic Assessment  

The Academic Assessment Committee met Oct. 31, 2016 at 3:30.  During the meeting, the 

committee discussed amending the existing CPR handbook to accommodate the new BOR 

criteria, split into groups to work on assessing data for each program, and discussed having 

another meeting for direction in assessing the English and History BA programs 

 

Academic Judicial 

There was no Academic Judicial Committee meeting, but there have been training sessions held 

on Wednesday, October 19th at 3:30 P.M. and Thursday, October 20th at 10:00 A.M.  
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Academic Policy 

The APC met on November 7th in Russell Hall 325. Program proposals for an Associate of 

Science in Chemistry and Associates of Art in Art, Theatre, and Music were re-approved after 

corrections were made to the original proposal forms.  The program proposal for AS Engineering 

science was approved. New creative writing course proposals for the English BA program were 

approved in fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and script writing. 

 

AARRFA 

The committee has not met since the last Faculty Senate Meeting.   

 

Budget Advisory 

The Budget Advisory Committee has not met since the last Faculty Senate meeting.  Its activities 

are currently on hold as it awaits the Planning Committee’s work. 

 

Faculty Development 

The Faculty Development Committee met on October 27, 2016. We evaluated the fall proposals 

and discussed potential changes needed to clarify the application procedure.  
 

Faculty Welfare 

The Faculty Welfare Committee met on Nov. 2. It discussed chapter 8.1 of the Faculty 

Handbook and voted on a minor change. Dr. Theresa Stanley, as a guest, participated in a 

discussion about faculty workloads and offered a solution to amend the Statutes to create a 4/4 

load. 

 

General Education 

The General Education Committee last met on September 28, 2016 in Conference Room of the 

Student Center. The Gen Ed Committee did not meet in October or November.  

 

GSC Statutes  

The committee met on November 7th.  It discussed the Proposal to join the Planning and Budget 

advisory committees as well as the archival and availability of Faculty Senate documents.  The 

Faculty Senate minutes will be archived on the N drive.   

  

Instructional Technology and eLearning 

The committee has not met since the last Faculty Senate Meeting.   

 

Library 

The Library Committee met October 31, 2016 at 1530. Dr. Gaither briefed the committee on the 

outcome of the recent SACSCOC review.  She reviewed last year’s recommendations from the 

library committee and gave a status update. The library presented with the USG Innovation 

award for transformative design. The next meeting has not been scheduled.  

Planning  

At the meeting, there was a discussion of important dates regarding the FY18 Plan:  

 
December 1, 2016 Unit annual plans for the FY18 Plan are due. 
January 15, 2017 Faculty members of the Committee will submit their reviews. 
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February 1, 2017 The Committee Chair will submit all reviews of the Plan to the 
Cabinet.  . 

February 15, 2017 The Planning Committee and Cabinet will finalize the FY18 Plan.   
 
Also, there was discussion of the review process for the faculty members with a brief look at the 

check sheets used in the review process. The meeting was adjourned at 2:33 PM. The Next 

Committee Meeting is planned for Russell 325 on Wednesday, November 30th at 3:30 PM 

 

Unfinished Business  
 

None  

 

New Business 
 

Change to GSC Statutes  

The Proposal to combine the Business and Planning Committees received a second 

reading. After discussion, Senator Buchannan made a motion to table the proposal.  The 

motion carried.   

 

Acknowledgements 
 

The Gordon State College Faculty Senate recognizes all of the faculty, staff, and administrators 

who worked on the Quality Enhancement Plan and on the reaccreditation process.     

 

Remarks  
 

VPAA and Provost Jeff Knighton and President Max Burns both made remarks. 

 

Adjournment 
 

Senator White made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.  The meeting was 

adjourned by Chair Osborne at 4:20 P.M. 

 

Minutes recorded by Senator LaRonda Sanders-Senu   

 


