
Faculty Meeting 

August 5, 2015 Russell Hall room 211 

 

1. Jeffery Knighton calls the meeting to order at 1:30 PM. 

 

2. Nolan McMurray nominates Richard Schmude, Jr. to be secretary for faculty meetings. 

   Mustapha Durojaiye seconds and the motion passes.  

 

3. John George points out that there are some typographical errors in the draft of the minutes of  

 the April 29, 2015 faculty meeting.   Richard agreed to fix the errors.    

 

4. New faculty members were introduced by the department chairs. 

 

5. Jeffery Knighton announces that several people will talk about priorities in academic affairs 

 

      A. Ric Calhoun updates the faculty of the Henry County Campus; essentially enrollment has  

 climbed from about 220 in 2014 to 297 in 2015.  

 

      B. Melinda Hawley updates the faculty about the Weekend Program.  She announces that the  

retention rate is very high for the first cohort which started last fall and that a second 

cohort will be starting this semester.  

 

      C. Stephen Raynie updates the faculty about the ACCESS program.   This is a program for  

 under-prepared students.  

 

      D. Erica Johnson updates the faculty on the Consortium for Teaching and Learning  

 Excellence (CETL). 

 

      E. David Janssen updates the faculty on the Honors Program. 

 

      F. Sonya Gather updates the faculty on the Hightower Library.    

 

6. Laura Bowman speaks about the Counseling and Accessibility Services.  She stresses the  

importance of going over a note of accommodations with the student.  She mentions that 

the need for accommodations may happen at any time during the semester.  She also 

discusses the Title IX form about pregnancy and the Open Records Request.  Laura also 

warns faculty not to talk to parents of students regarding student progress.  

 

7. Jody Defore updates the faculty on the financial aid office.  She stresses that students must be  

making satisfactory academic progress to get financial aid.  She also states that students 

may want to visit the financial aid office before dropping a class.  

 

8. Teresa Betkowski updates the faculty on assessment.   She lists a few websites that faculty  

should visit including: www.gordonstate.edu/ie/reaffirmation and 

www.gordonstate.edu/ie/policies.  She also discusses the new QEP and the compliance 

certification update. 

http://www.gordonstate.edu/ie/reaffirmation
http://www.gordonstate.edu/ie/policies


9. Max Burns thanks Jeffery Knighton for his hard work since the first of the year.   He advises  

the faculty to be aware of Title IX, Open Records requests, ADA compliance and other 

federal regulations.  He stresses that any written records can be requested.  He also 

stresses the importance of never meeting with somebody alone and that doors should 

always be open and office windows uncovered.   If a private meeting is needed it would 

be best to have at least one other individual present.  

 

10. Richard Schmude, Jr. moves to adjourn the meeting at 3:47 PM.  

 

 


