
 
Gordon State College Faculty Senate 

 Approved Meeting Minutes 
 September 21, 2015 

Russell Hall 211   2:00 P.M. 
 

Faculty Senate Members Present:  Prof. Marlin Adams, Dr. Michael Bender, Dr. Theresa Buchanan, Dr. 
Ric Calhoun, Prof. Beverly Eskridge, Dr. Brenda Johnson, Prof. Rebecca Morgan, Dr. Andy Osborne, Dr. 
Jeff Rogers, Dr. Lynn Rumfelt, Dr. LaRonda Sanders-Senu, Dr. Richard Schmude, Dr. Wesley Venus, Prof. 
Mickie Weldon 
 
Faculty Senate Members Absent: Prof. Bruce Capers, Dr. Mark King 

Faculty Senate Non-Voting Members: 

President Max Burns, Interim Provost & VPAA Jeffery Knighton 

Call to Order: 

Senator Jeffrey Rogers, Chair of the Faculty Senate 

Suspension of the Rules: 

Suspension of the rules to allow non-senators to speak. 

Approval of Minutes: 

Minutes of the meeting of August 24, 2015 were approved with one correction. 

Committee Reports:  

Academic Judicial Committee 
Senator(s): Dr. Richard Schmude and Prof. Mickie Weldon 
Chair:  Dr. Amanda Duffus 
Recorder: Prof. Anissa Howard 
Meeting: August 31, 2015 
Report:   

 Discussed the responsibilities of the committee and elected officers.   

 Seven student committee members will be elected today (9/21/15) at the SGA  
 meeting. 

 
Academic Policy Committee 
Senator(s): Professor Marlin Adams 
Chair:  Dr. Bernie Anderson  
Recorder: Dr. Lynn Rumfelt 
Meeting:  September 4, 2015 
Report: 

 Election of officers 
 

 



Meeting:  September 16, 2015 
Report: 

 Discussion of reverse transfer agreement with the University of West Georgia. 
(minimum of 24 credit hours to transfer to West Georgia program). 

 Discussion of form for Proposal of New Degree Program. 

 Biology bachelor programs to be assessed this year. 

 Proposal for new course Arts 2221. 

 Proposal of form to alter Biology 2210 and 2211. 

 Proposals for new courses in Nursing. 
 
AARRFA (Admissions, Advisement, Registration, Retention, and Financial Aid Committee) 
Senator(s): Dr. LaRonda Sanders-Senu 
Chair:  Dr. Neil Boumpani 
Recorder: Dr. LaRonda Sanders-Senu 
Meeting: September 9, 2015 
Report:   

 Elected officers. 

 Registrar Janet Barras discussed the Major Change Policy and the reasons for future 
revisions. 

 Ben Ferguson discussed admissions changes (i.e. University System’s new placement 
indices that will come into effect in the fall of 2016).  

 
Assessment Committee 
Senator(s):   Dr. Lynn Rumfelt 
Chair:    Dr. Lynn Rumfelt 
Recorder:   Dr. Brian Webb 
Meeting: September 16, 2015  
Report: 

 Assessment of two bachelor programs – Bachelor of Science in Biology and Bachelor 
of Science in Math. 

 If time allows, committee plans to look at the assessment process.  
 
Budget Advisory Committee 

Senator(s): Dr. Ric Calhoun 

Chair:    Dr. Susan Finazzo 
Recorder:  Dr. Masoud Nourizadeh 
Meeting: August 31, 2015 
Report:  

 Election of officers. 

 The role and purpose of the committee was discussed as well as the history of the 
workings of the committee. 

 Dr. Finazzo will work to determine an appropriate meeting schedule based on 
information delivered from the Planning Committee. 

 

Faculty Development Committee 
Senator(s):  Dr. Mark King  
Chair:    Dr. Prathibha Joshi  
Recorder:   Dr. Rhonda Wilcox 
Meeting:   August 31, 2015 



Report:    

 Officers elected. 

 Discussed committee procedures for the 2015-16 academic year. 

 Discussed ways to make committee activities more public.  

 Decided to delay meeting again until all proposals were in for the fall semester. 

 Plan to look at making faculty development guidelines/procedures more 
transparent and understandable. 

 
Faculty Welfare Committee 
Senator(s):  Dr. Michael Bender and Professor Bruce Capers 
Chair:    Dr. Phillip Jen 
Recorder:   Dr. Michael Bender 
Meeting:   September 9, 2015 
Report:    

 Continues to work on the Faculty Handbook and look at altering the admissions 
 policy.   

 Heard from Dr. Raynie about the Fall Institute.  

 Heard from Ben Ferguson about admissions criteria. 
 Recruitment & dead hour discussed. 

 
General Education Committee 
Senator(s): Dr. Theresa Buchanan 
Chair:  Dr. Theresa Stanley 
Recorder: Dr. Masoud Nourizadeh 
Meeting: September 14, 2015 
Report:   

 Election of officers.   

 Dr. Susan Finazzo discussed the importance of the assessment of general education and 
shared some ideas for the committee to consider to improve the process for future 
assessments. 

 
Gordon State College Statues Committee 
Chair:   Dr. Jeffrey Rogers 
Chair-Elect:  Dr. Andy Osborne 
Recorder:  Prof. Beverly Eskridge 
Parliamentarian: Dr. Brenda Johnson 
Meeting:  No meeting. 

Instructional Technology Committee 
Senator(s):  Dr. Wesley Venus 
Chair:   Dr. Melinda Hawley 
Recorder:  Dr. Erica Johnson 
Meeting:  August 31, 2015 
Report:    

 Election of officers. 
 
 
 
 



Library Committee 
Senator(s):  Dr. Brenda Johnson 
Chair:   Dr. Cindy Casebeer 
Recorder:  Dr. Franklin Williamson 
Meeting:   September 4, 2015 
Report:  
  

 Discussed strategic goals for 2015-16; Dr. Gaither shared library projects. 

 Supporting off-campus classes and online classes with more electronic resources. 

 Supporting the Baccalaureate programs (on-campus and online) with more resources. 

 Completion of library renovations. 

 Improving information literacy for freshmen. 
 
Planning Committee 
Senator(s):  Dr. Andy Osborne 
Chair:    Dr. Adam Davis 
Recorder:   Dr. Becky Godlasky 
Meeting:   September 14, 2015 
Report: 

 Dr. Osborne read the official duties of the committee. 

 Approval of April meeting minutes. 

 Election of officers. 

 Professor Betkowski provided the committee with a status update on the annual plan 
and preparations for the SACSOC renewal process. 

 Dr. Burns reported on the Facilities Master Plan. 
 

Old Business: 

Election of Parliamentarian 

Due to an oversight at the last Faculty Senate meeting, no one was elected as parliamentarian. Dr. 
Richard Schmude asked Dr. Rogers to explain the role of the parliamentarian. Dr. Brenda Johnson 
volunteered to serve and was elected. 
 
New Business: 

Excused Absence Policy Proposal from APC 

After discussion of the Excused Absence Policy from APC, the vote was called. Dr. Rogers explained that 
this vote was simply a vote of recommendation. The recommendation of the policy was approved with 
one nay vote and it will now go to the cabinet. 
 

Announcements: 

Dr. Rogers reminded committee recorders to send committee minutes to Dr. Osborne. Committee 
reports should be sent to Professor Eskridge. He went on to share his concern that faculty have not been 
participating in faculty governance. He stated that faculty governance doesn’t work if faculty members 
do not participate. 
 

file://///hawk/d/Faculty_Senate/Faculty%20Senate%202015-2016/Documents/Excused%20Absence%20Policy%20Proposal.docx


Skipper Burns spoke about the Campus Campaign. He said that the college is currently three-fourths 
through the campaign. He noted that our support of the campaign sends a good message to the 
community and encourages others to give. He stated that there have been many compliments about the 
videos featuring GSC faculty and staff. He went on to say that the real “stars” are all of us who support 
the Campus Campaign.  He concluded by saying that “it’s about the students so please go back to your 
offices and give to the Campus Campaign”. 
 

Interim Provost and VPAA Jeffery Knighton: 

Dr. Knighton thanked the faculty for the hard work the committees have been doing. He said that the 
Assessment Committee and APC have been especially busy. He mentioned that BSN licensure and 
middle grade courses will be addressed. Work is being done and will continue on SACSOC. He praised 
the Artist in Residence program with Richard Shindell and No Shame Theatre along with the concert 
series.  Harpist Katherine Siochi will perform on September 24, 2015. She will be the first harpist to ever 
perform at GSC. 
 
President Max Burns: 

Dr. Burns thanked Dr. Steve Raynie and Professor Peter Higgins for their work on academic standards.  
He stated that he wants to raise the bar in order to increase student success. He thanked Skipper Burns 
for his work on the Campus Campaign as well as all those who have taken part in the campaign. He 
announced that there will be a reception for Dr. Margaret Venable on September 22, 2015 at 4 pm at 
the Alumni House.   
 
The next item of discussion was the changing of the time of the dead hour/meeting hour. Dr. Burns 
stated that students do not stay on campus after their classes are over. Dr. Dennis Chamberlain 
surveyed the Vice Presidents of Student Affairs of the USG schools. Twenty-two schools responded and 
of those schools, thirteen did not have set meeting hours.  Five of them have two days per week for club 
hours (mostly Tuesday and Thursday). Four schools have one day a week for club hours (either 
Wednesday or Friday).  
 
Dr. Burns stated that he didn’t see this as an academic issue. The change is not due to this fall’s parking 
issues. He said that parking is a symptom, not a problem. He believes that we are cramming classes on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. He also said that the school will be expanding student parking next fall. He 
further stated that there is nothing sacred about the meeting hour being at 2:00 pm on Monday and 
Wednesday. He stated that we are losing more students on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. He 
informed the senate that the SGA had no issues with the change.  
 
Dr. Theresa Stanley discussed the biology labs and cutting two hours out of their lab hours.  She stated 
that students won’t stay for club meetings after 3 pm.  Dr. Erica Johnson and Dr. Linda Hyde said that 
often non-traditional students cannot stay for club meetings. Dr. Johnson expressed concern that 
students may lose the extra college experience of participating in clubs.  Dr. Lynn Rumfelt stated that 
meeting hours should be posted on the college website. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm. The next Faculty Senate Meeting will be October 26, 2015 at 
2:00 pm in Russell Hall Room 208. 
 
Professor Beverly M. Eskridge 
Secretary, Gordon State College Faculty Senate 


