
Approved Academic Policy Committee Meeting 

Minutes  
Standing Committee of the Faculty Senate  

Gordon State College 

February 21, 2018 

IC 309 

 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Dr. Linda Hyde, Chair, at 3:30 PM 

 

Committee Members Present: Dr. Richard Baskin, Ms. Janet Barras, Dr. Kris Beck, 
Prof. Diane Hayden, Dr. Linda Hyde, Dr. Brenda Johnson, Dr. Mark King, Dr. C. Jeffrey 
Knighton, Dr. Michael Mahan, Dr. Masoud Nourizadeh, Dr. Anne Purvis, Dr. Steve 

Raynie, Prof. Jim Rickerson, Prof. Brenda Rutherford  

 

Committee Members Absent: Prof. Stephen Agyare, Prof. Heather Brooker, Ms. Riley 

Fuller (SGA Rep)                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Guests: Dr. Bernard Anderson, Prof. Terry Betkowski, Dr. Theresa Stanley, Prof. Jeff 

White, Dr. Ed Whitelock, Dr. Rhonda Wilcox 

 

Quorum met? Yes  

   

Approval of Minutes from Previous Committee meeting: Meeting minutes from 

January 24, 2018 were approved. 

Unfinished Business: None. 

                                                                                                                                             

New Business:  
 A.     Alter a Baccalaureate Program: The proposal to alter the BS in Middle  

  Grades Education was approved. This proposal changes the number of  

  courses for methods from two to one course. 

 B. New Course Proposals: EDUC 4502 and EDUC 4503 were considered as 

  a unit and approved. These changes will be in effect with the new cohort  

  in the Fall. The plan is to make the program a cohort based program and  

  standardize the courses provided. This course fits into the requirement for  

  the students in education to have a year-long student teaching experience. 

  Accommodations will be made for students currently in the program. 

 C. Proposal to alter Area F for General Studies was approved. Area F   

  requirements will change to any courses from Area B-F not used in  

  another area. 

 D. Proposals to Alter Courses: MUSC 2510 and 2511 were viewed as a unit  

  and approved to alter the prerequisites so learning support students will be 

  allowed to take these courses. Student evaluations in these course do not  

  include written papers. 



 E. Proposal to alter Area B: Proposal was to have FYRE 1000, First Year  

  Readiness and Engagement (2-0-2) be required for Area B and the   

  proposed 2-hour COLQs complete the requirement for the area. COLQ  

2984H, which was listed on the initial proposal, was removed from the 

proposal at the request of the Honors Council. There was much discussion 

about the Area B proposal that centered around the following themes: (1) 

Effect of changing to 2-hour colloquium courses instead of 3-hour courses 

on faculty workload, particularly for pay in the summer.  Faculty will not 

be as willing to teach a 2-hour course vs. a 3-hour course. 

  (2) Moving from a 3-hour colloquium to a 2-hour one means eliminating  

  some critical information that the students have been receiving. It is  

  difficult to determine what is not important and can be eliminated,   

  particularly since that material has been considered important in the past. 

  (3) What does this mean to current and transfer students who may not  

  have to take the FYRE course? Ms. Barras reaffirmed that students come  

  under the catalog they started with. This will not interfere with their  

  graduating. If the transfer student comes from a USG school, the Area B  

  requirement for the school they transferred from will suffice in Area B for  

  Gordon State College. (4)  Concern that this is another attempt to provide  

  freshman orientation that won’t have any better results than prior attempts. 

These concerns were addressed as they were presented. The FYRE course 

is not an orientation course or a learning support course. It contains a 

cognitive, as well as behavioral and skill, components. It is designed to 

develop critical thinking skills and help the student acquire grit, resilience, 

and a sense of belonging. Issues with faculty workload associated with the 

FYRE course and the proposed change to 2-credit-hour COLQ courses 

will be considered. The incoming President’s focus will be on retention 

and progression. This course has been shared with him, and he has 

provided positive feedback about the course. This is an entry level college 

course, and we need to provide courses that feed into our mission as an 

access school. The 3-credit-hour colloquiums are not being eliminated. 

The expectation is that they will phase out over time. There can be 3-

credit-hour colloquium courses over the summer and in the Fall.  The 

amended proposal (i.e., without COLQ 2984H) was passed with 11 yes 

votes and 2 no votes. 

 F. Proposal to Eliminate Courses: COLQ 2900 and COLQ 2910 were  

  viewed as a unit and approved. These courses will no longer be needed  

  with the proposed changes to Area B having been approved. 

 G. New Course Proposals for Area B: COLQ 2981, 2982, 2983, and 2985  

were viewed as a unit. An amendment to change the names of all the  

 colloquiums for more consistency was approved. This resulted in the  

  following: 

   COLQ  2981, Foundations for Critical Thinking: Humanities 

   COLQ 2982, Foundations for Critical Thinking: Sciences 

   COLQ 2983, Foundations for Critical Thinking: Social Sciences 

   COLQ 2985, Foundations for Critical Thinking: Global Studies 



  The courses passed with the amended titles with 12 yes votes and 1 no  

  vote. 

 H. New Course Proposal: COLQ 2986 was withdrawn before review. 

 

 

 I. Information Items:  

1. BIOL K designation for courses with labs has been  

  reinstituted to designate that there is one grade for class and lab   

  components. 

  2. The updated versions of the Academic Policy forms have been 

updated and are on the website under Academic Affairs Forms. These 

updated forms, rather than ones saved previously, should be used for all 

proposals from now on. 

. 

Announcements: Dr. Knighton mentioned the approval of a new degree design approved 

by the BOR in their last meeting, the Nexus degree. This degree includes 18 credit hours 

that include 6 credit hours of field experience and 12 credit hours of upper level courses. 

This is a technology-based degree that was developed with industry working with a 

higher education institution. This is a stand-alone certificate course, essentially.   

There is a concert with a female brass ensemble tonight at 7:30.  

There will be an amendment to the FYRE sent to members later this week for an 

e-mail vote. All members agreed to this proposal. 

 

Adjournment:  4:38 PM 

 

Addendum: A proposal to change the name from First Year Readiness and Engagement, 

FYRE 1000 to Freshman Introduction to Reasoning Essentials, FIRE 1000 was sent to 

committee members and was approved with an e-mail response vote of 12 yes votes. 

 
Minutes recorded by:  Dr. Anne Purvis 
 
 


