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Gordon State College  
General Education Committee  

A Standing Committee of the Faculty Senate 

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

3:30 PM 

NAHS 123 

2017-2018 Committee Members:  

Dr. Joyce Klaus    Department of Biology & Physical Sciences 
Dr. Kalisha Smith    Department of Business & Public Service 
Dr. Franklin Williamson    Department of History & Political Science 
Dr. Courtney McLeod    Department of Humanities 
Dr. Allen Fuller    Department of Math & Computer Sciences 
Dr. Masoud Nourizadeh   Programs in Fine & Performing Arts 

Dr. Richard Baskin     Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences  
Dr. Terry Betkowski     Assistant VP for Institutional Effectiveness  
Dr. James Awbrey    Faculty Senate Representative    
 
Ex officio Members: 
Dr. Max Burns (GSC President)   Dr. Jeffrey Knighton (Provost & VPAA) 
 

 
I. Meeting called to order at 3:36pm 

A. Member present: Awbrey, Baskin, Betkowski, Fuller, Klaus, McLeod, Nourizadeh, 

Williamson 

B. Members absent: Smith 

II. Approval of minutes from 9/20/17 meeting 

A. Minutes unanimously approved with no changes 

III. Discussion of how to implement ETS Proficiency profile (ETS PP) into capstone courses 

A. ETS PP for ENGL 1101 is finished for 2017-18 (using only Fall 2017 classes). 

B. ETS PP for COLQ courses for 2017-18 will take place in Spring 2018 classes. 

C. Implement ETS PP in capstones now to generate first round of data (for later 

comparative purposes)? We have in our possession long-form tests, which we 

cannot send back, but which also take 2.5 hours to administer.  

1. Discussion of using Final Exam period for administering ETS PP, 

even though this does not allow enough  time to complete the exam, and 

faculty may have already planned to dedicate the Final Exam period for 

other purposes. 
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2. Discussion of validity of using different versions of ETS PP for 

ENGL 1101 versus capstone courses. ETS requires sample size of at least 

30 students for short form; capstones are smaller so need to use long 

form but ENGL classes used short form. 

a. Discussion of coalescing all students enrolled in a capstone course 

into a “capstone cohort,” with >30 students. This resulting group 

could take the short form. 

b. Would have to administer the ETS PP on a separate date and time, 

away from any one course’s final exam period. 

3. Discussion of importance of convincing students to take ETS PP 

seriously and give it their best effort, without clear method of 

incentivizing them to do so. 

4. Discussion of related importance of convincing faculty to support 

ETS PP. Related discussion of importance of moving ETS PP outside of the 

classroom so as to preserve instructional time for course-related 

activities. 

IV. Discussion of reaching out to involve faculty, encourage their support of ETS PP 

A. Discussion of importance of faculty role in drawing conclusions, making 

recommendations based on score reports. 

B. Discussion of need to share score reports (in this case, from Fall 2016) with 

faculty, in the form of an executive summary, as well as full set of results. 

C. Further discussion of preparing a white paper to explain the history of the 

Committee’s work to date, as well as research-based rationale for this method of 

assessment and this assessment tool.   

1. Goal is to promote faculty buy-in. 

2. Committee will work to generate white paper by early in Spring 

2018 semester. 

V. Meeting adjourned at 4:55pm.  Next meeting date November 8, 2017 a 3:30pm in 

NAHS 123. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
J. Franklin Williamson 

Recorder, 2017-2018 


