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Gordon State College  
General Education Committee  

A Standing Committee of the Faculty Senate 

Approved Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

3:30 PM 

Russell Hall -- Conference Room 325 

2017-2018 Committee Members:  

Dr. Joyce Klaus    Department of Biology & Physical Sciences 
Dr. Kalisha Smith    Department of Business & Public Service 
Dr. Franklin Williamson    Department of History & Political Science 
Dr. Courtney McLeod    Department of Humanities 
Dr. Allen Fuller    Department of Math & Computer Sciences 
Dr. Masoud Nourizadeh   Programs in Fine & Performing Arts 

Dr. Richard Baskin     Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences  
Dr. Terry Betkowski     Assistant VP for Institutional Effectiveness  
Dr. James Awbrey    Faculty Senate Representative    
 
Ex officio Members: 
Dr. Max Burns (GSC President)   Dr. Jeffrey Knighton (Provost & VPAA) 
 

 
I. Meeting called to order at 3:31pm 

A. Members present: Awbrey, Baskin, Betkowski, Fuller, Klaus, McLeod, 

Nourizadeh, Smith, Williamson 

B. No members absent. 

II. Committee vote to approve minutes from August 28 meeting 

A. Minutes approved 

III. Committee conference call to ETS Representative regarding Proficiency Profile exam 

A. Committee sought clarification and further details from ETS regarding several 

aspects of administration of ETS Proficiency Profile exam (ETS PP) and 

interpretation of results, including (but not limited to): 

1. Administration of exam via computer,  

2. Administration of exam outside of the classroom,  

3. Administration of the exam to a representative sample of 

students (instead of an entire cohort),  
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4. Differences in level of detail in reported results from longer and 

shorter versions of the exam. 

IV. Committee discussion of status of ETS PP administration for Fall 2017 semester 

A. Discussion of the usefulness of the ETS PP in measuring student achievement of 

GSC’s institutional learning goals, provided it is given early in students’ academic 

career, then again at specific checkpoints along the way. 

1. General acknowledgment that it is difficult to convince students 

of the importance of measuring Gen Ed curriculum using this test, 

especially if students’ performance on the test is not connected to their 

grade in the course in which the test is being administered. 

2. General acknowledgment that devoting instructional time to the 

administration of the test (instead of faculty teaching their course 

content) is a problem that needs to be avoided as much as possible. 

3. Discussion of the possibility of somehow incorporating the ETS PP 

into the new GFYE courses, once they are implemented, which might 

remedy the problem of losing instructional time in other courses.   

B. Report from Humanities Department that ETS PP has been given in majority of 

ENGL 1101 sections so far.  Committee decides that this is enough data for Fall 

2017 to send to ETS for scoring. 

C. Discussion of the desirability of creating an executive summary of the score 

reports from ETS, for distribution to faculty (with full data available for those 

faculty members who wish to review it).   

1. Such a report could break down student results by which group of 

learning goals (Area A, Area B, etc…) were being measured by specific 

questions, average students scored on these questions, and allow future 

discussion or self-reflection among faculty of how the goals and 

instruction in specific courses could be enhanced to help students meet 

those larger Area learning goals that were shown to be deficient. 

2. Discussion of the importance of assuring faculty their continued 

individual control over how and what they teach in their own course 

sections, provided they are meeting the specific goals for that particular 

course (which are determined by Departments but which should 

contribute to students’ mastery of Area learning goals; Area learning 

goals, not course-specific learning goals, are what can be measured with 

ETS PP). 

3. Discussion of how such conversations among faculty might take 

place at the Department level, where faculty could agree on ways to 

refine or revise the specific learning goals of specific courses to enhance 

students’ abilities to master Area learning goals. 

V. Meeting adjourned at 4:39pm.  Next meeting date TBA. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
J. Franklin Williamson 

Recorder, 2017-2018 


