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DR. KIRK A. NOOKS
Gordon State College President
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Stag statue unveiled in the name of late 
Gordon Military College alumnus

CLUB FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
Highlanders claim the NCFA South Atlantic
Conference title in first full season of play

GSC TRUSTEE HONORED BY USG
Dan White honored at the 17th Annual 
Regents’ Scholarship Gala
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Dear Friends, 

We have endured significant 
challenges these past two years. 
Nonetheless, Highlander Nation 
triumphed and continued to move 
forward with passion and dedication 
aligning with our strategic plan, 
“Building the Power of WE!”  

The challenges that came forth 
provided a platform to equally 
recognize the opportunities ahead 
and celebrate our accomplishments 
first. At a time where we needed to 
come together to move forward, that 
is exactly what Gordon State College 
did. This is why we continue to rank and 
remain one of the leading state colleges 
in the region and throughout Georgia.

Please enjoy this edition of the 
President’s Report as it will share an 
unforgettable journey of achievements 
and milestones made by the college. 
Together with faculty, staff, students, 
and community partners, Gordon State 
College can continue to push forward 
and nurture a vibrant college where 
rewards come in diverse ways.

Highlanders Forward!

PRESIDENT’S 
LETTER
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STATE    
COLLEGE 
ADDRESS

OF 
THE

3rd ANNUAL

n March 31, Gordon State College 
President, Dr. Kirk A. Nooks 

annual State of the College address.

Nooks first focused his address on 
providing updates and the progress 
of the institution’s five-year (2019-
2024) strategic plan, Building the 
Power of WE. Its initial imperative 
task included strengthening a 
collaborative culture among faculty, 
staff and students by increasing 
internal communication efforts, 
building institutional capacity in key 
areas such as human capital, financial, 
physical resources and celebrating 
excellence across campus.

This year, GSC continues to rank 
and remain one of the leading 
state colleges in the region and 
throughout the state of Georgia. 
Regarding the economic impact, 
GSC has contributed more than 
$129 million to the economy and 
provided over 1,088 jobs. In fall 
of 2021, GSC led the state college 
sector in dual enrollment with 541 
students. Gordon has the largest 
dual enrollment population among 
the nine state colleges for fall and 
spring semesters. Gordon also 
reported the smallest enrollment 
decrease in the state college sector 
with only a -4% change.

Nooks continued the subject by 
announcing GSC experienced 
another record summer head count. 
Over the last six years, GSC had 

an enrollment count hovering in 
the mid to high 800s. In 2018, the 
enrollment was over 945 students. 
In summer of 2020, amid the global 
pandemic, GSC had a record high 
head count of 1,006 students. In 
summer of 2021, GSC eclipsed 
previous year’s enrollment by an 
increase of 0.6% with 1,012 students.

In highlighting programs, facilities 
and ideas that set GSC apart, 
Nooks addressed that in 2021, GSC 
launched its first Nexus degree in 
film production while joining the 
eMajor consortium for the Bachelor 
of Science in criminal justice. 
Currently, 11 students are pursuing 
their bachelor’s in criminal justice 
and 62 students are completing 
their associate courses. Bachelor of 
Science in health and wellness also 
launched with 35 students pursuing 
their degree while 28 students are 
completing their associate courses. 
The full launch of the Nexus degree 
will take affect this August 2022, 
however eight students are already 
enrolled in courses through the 
Georgia Film Academy. 

Surrounding GSC’s goal of its 
second strategic imperative, 
its focus is to promote student 
excellence throughout their 
academic journey. Under the first 
objective was the implementation 
of a comprehensive Strategic 
Enrollment Management (SEM) 
plan. GSC continues to increase 
awareness that the institution 

offers more than only associate 
degrees with an aim to have 70% 
of GSC students pursuing their 
baccalaureate degrees. Nooks 
announced that overall, year after 
year, GSC has successfully increased 
the percentage of students earning 
their bachelor's degree.

Under the third objective of the 
second strategic imperative, GSC 
focused on designing an educational 
experience that supports the USG’s 
Momentum Approach and national 
success measures.

Nooks noted the last two years 
have reminded many that the 
heart of each student is just as 
important as their mind. With this, 
Nooks announced GSC received the 
Governor’s Emergency Education 
Relief (GEER) fund grant in the 
amount of $36,260 towards the 
USG’s Mental Health Initiative 
(MHI) for students. As a result of 
this support system, students have 
been able to continue their path 
and finish what they started. This 
is supported by the increase in 
number of degrees conferred. In 
2019-2020, a total of 535 degrees 
were conferred while in 2020-2021, 
574 degrees were conferred. This 
presents a record 7.2% increase.

For the third consecutive year, GSC 
increased the retention of first-time 
full-time students. In 2018, the 
rate was at 53.5% and in 2019, 
retention rate increased to 55.9%. 

1 | President’s Report

delivered the institution’s third 
O

“Utilizing the ‘Power of 
WE,’ Highlander Nation  
has contributed to a year 
of many successes. We are  
eager to expand on these 
achievements and continue 
to foster excellence within 
our institution.”

Dr. Kirk A. Nooks
Gordon State College President

retention



In fall 2020, 
the retention 
rate increased 
again to 58.9%.

Nooks touched 
base on an example of 
likeminded partners seeking 
to chart a different path 
forward. The project is known 
as the Community Innovation 
Campus with Henry County 
schools and Piedmont Henry. 
Another partnership includes a dual 
enrollment to Bachelor of Science 
in nursing (BSN) articulation to 
increase nursing pipeline.

“With the shared objective of a 
tailored high school curriculum 
coupled with paid in-field work-
based experience so that students 
graduate high school with 
associate-level credentials, an 
employment offer, and a path to 
completing a baccalaureate; the 
partners are focused on making this 
educational experience a reality this 
coming fall,” Nooks said.

As a reminder, two additional 
partnerships with Georgia College 
and State University and Southern 
Crescent Technical College were 
signed into articulation.

Objective 6 from the third strategic 
imperative is dedicated to the 
Foundation Board and how they 
built philanthropic capacity to 
assist the institution with achieving 
its goals. Last year, the Foundation 
Board made a historic $100,000 
investment. This year, they have 
doubled by investing $200,000 
that will fund scholarships for dual 
enrollment, recruitment, provide 
additional retention support 
through peer-to-peer tutoring and 
support for the athletic program.

The Foundation Board made a 
commitment to model the way 
for philanthropic leadership. They 
accomplished that with a 3-year 
average of 95.5% participation. 

Over the 
last four 
academic 
years, GSC has 
seen a continued 
increase in the 
participation of 
faculty and staff giving 
during the Annual Giving 
Campaign. This annual 
campaign year, Gordon 
reached a record high of 82.1% 
of our faculty and staff giving back 
over $21,000 to the institution.

Keeping on the subject, GSC 
Inaugural Day of Giving on March 
30, 2021, surpassed its goal of 
$15,000 and received $54,000. This 
year’s Day of Giving on March 30, 
GSC has surpassed its goal for the 
second year in a row. With a goal of 
$25,000, GSC raised over $66,550.

In combination of all the 
philanthropic donations, GSC has 
a total amount of $1,073,131 in 
contributions over the last two years.

Nooks concluded the event 
by addressing the institution’s 
final objective from its strategic 
imperatives which confirms 
the commitment in developing 
meaningful and productive 
relationships with employers 
throughout the 14-county 
primary service region. Recently, 
the institution’s career services 
department provided its students 

with a 
platform 
called 
Handshake. 
It’s a career 
management system 
that connects students 
with open positions from 
internships to entry level 
jobs. In 2021, 73 students 
established profiles and 606 
jobs were posted. This year, 321 
students have established profiles 
while a record breaking 7,200 jobs 
were posted.

Nooks announced lastly that in the 
coming months, new partnerships 
with large employers from the 
14-county region footprint will be 
established.
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COMMENCEMENT

n May 13, Gordon State College held its spring 
commencement on Lambdin Green for the 

ceremonies split between three schools with a 
total of 252 graduates and 264 total degrees 
recognized for their baccalaureate and associate.

“We celebrate our Highlanders on an impeccable 
milestone,” said GSC President Dr. Kirk A. Nooks. 
“Spring 2022 graduates, you represent inspiring 
evidence of the wisdom you achieved, and the full 
meaning of Highlanders Forward!”

Keynote speakers included Tiffney T. Laing, a 
former college educator and the founder of Bevy & 
Dave and Dr. Curtis Jones, an educator with more 
than 20 years of experience and 2019 Georgia 
Superintendent of the Year.

After the commencement ceremonies concluded, 
two additional ceremonies took place. The first 
being the presentation of the Book and Bell for 
all education graduates and the second ceremony 
being the Nursing Pinning for the Bachelor of 
Science in nursing graduates.

Congratulations, Highlanders! 

O
first time since 2019. The day consisted of two
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FACULTY & 
STAFF NOTES
Calvin Adams, 
Coordinator of 
Recreation, Intramurals 
and Club Sports, 
was awarded the New 
Professional at a Two-Year 
College Award with the 
American College Personnel 
Association (ACPA) 
Commission for Two-Year 
Colleges 

Dr. Samantha Bishop, 
Director and Professor 
of Nursing, was an 
expert content reviewer 
for two field textbooks, 
served on the RN2BSN 
USG Collaborative Course 
Development Team and 
was a member of the 2022 
cohort of the Executive 
Leadership Institute

Alison Boddie,     
Mental Health 

Counselor,      
earned a Certified 

Professional 
Counseling 

License

Heather Brooker, 
Assistant Professor 
of Nursing, earned a 
Master of Science in 
Nursing at Columbus 
State University

Dr. Tonya R. Coleman, 
Director of Housing 
and Residence Life, was 
a member of the 2022 
cohort of the Executive  
Leadership Institute 

Angiah L. Davis, Director 
of Library Services, 
and Shalanna Banks, 
Admissions Operations 
Coordinator, graduated 
from the 2021-2022 
Leadership Lamar cohort

Bob Detamore, Lecturer 
of Art, created a graphite 
pencil drawing entitled 
“The Tree of Knowledge” 
which was featured in the 
Metro Montage XXI juried 
exhibition organized by  
the Marietta Cobb     
Museum of Art

Dr. Amanda Duffus, 
Professor of Biology, 
serves as president for 
the Georgia Academy of 
Sciences and was elected 
to the Southeast Partners 
in Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation steering 
committee

Dr. Christy Flatt, Professor 
of Sociology, was elected 

as Georgia Sociological 
Association Member 

at Large and was      
the recipient 

of  the 2021 
Meritorious 

Service 
Award

Montrese Adger Fuller, 
Vice President of 
Advancement, External 
Relations and Marketing, 
was named to the 2022 
American Association 
of State Colleges and 
Universities (AASCU) 
Millennium Leadership 
Initiative (MLI)

Dr. David Janssen, 
Professor of English; 
Dr. C. Jeffery Knighton, 
Provost and Vice 
President for Academic 
Affairs; Dr. Steve Raynie, 
Professor of English; Dr. 
Ed Whitelock, Department 
Head of Humanities and 
Fine & Performing Arts 
and Professor of English; 
Dr. Amanda Duffus, 
Professor of Biology; Dr. 
Jessica Traylor, Assistant 
Professor of Psychology; 
and Dr. Brienne McDaniel, 
Director of Student Life 
and Recreation; presented 
The EDGE-ucation Manual: 
A Model of Student 
Success at Gordon State 
College at the 46th Annual 
Conference of the National 
Organization for Student 
Success (NOSS)

Dr. Inez Jones, Assistant 
Professor of Biology, 
presented "Learning while 
healing: Best practices 
based on neuroscience for 
teaching veteran students 
impacted by post-traumatic 
stress disorder" at the 
52nd Annual Society for 
Neuroscience Conference

Dr. Erik McCarthy, 
Associate Professor of 
English, served as Book 
Review Editor for the 
peer-reviewed journal 
New Perspectives on the 
Eighteenth Century 

Dr. Tonya Y. Moore, 
Director of Career 

Services and Athletics, 
was named to the  

Class of 2022 
Leadership    

Macon cohort

Dr. Caesar Perkowski, 
Professor of English, 
earned a Master of Arts 
in Religious Studies from 
Georgia State University

Dr. Stephen Powers, 
professor of English, 
began a writing residency 
at the Salmon Bookshop 
& Literary Centre in 
Ennistymon, Ireland

Dr. Matthew Robison, 
Dean of Students, was a 
member of the 2021-2022 
Georgia Partnership for 
Excellence in Education 
Fellowship Program

Dr. Richard Schmude, 
Professor of Chemistry, 
serves as Vice President   
for the Georgia Academy  
of Sciences  

Bryan Stephens, Vice 
President of Finance and 
Administration, joined 
Atlanta area CFOs and 
finance leaders at CFO 
Atlanta

Dr. Jessica Traylor, 
Assistant Professor of 
Psychology, was awarded 
the Taylor Willingham 
Legacy Grant from the 
National Issues Forum 
Institute, completed 
a $26,400 Affordable 
Learning Georgia grant 
for PSYC 1101 and hosted 
the first Service-Learning 
Symposium

Ryran Traylor, Lecturer 
of HIM and Business, was 
nominated for Leadership G

Dr. Marwan Zabdawi, 
Professor of Mathematics, 
served as GSC representative 
for the USG SCIE Council on 
the Middle East

2021-2022 Retirees: 
Dr. Peter Boltz, Dr. Neil 
Boumpani, Dr. Jason G. 
Horn, Britt Lifsey, Dr. 
Joseph Mayo, Brenda J. 
Rutherford, Rhonda Shehee 
and Kenneth Tribbey 

A

Pictured: Dr. Samantha Bishop, Bryan Stephens, Montrese Adger Fuller, and Dr. Richard Schmude



FOUNDATION 
AWARDS

Gordon State College celebrated 12 
of its faculty who were promoted 
and/or tenured on April 27 at the 
courtyard of the GSC Alumni House.

The in-person ceremony included 
recipients from last year that could 
not be celebrated due to COVID-19. 

Effective Aug. 1, 2022, the following 
GSC faculty have received a 
promotion and/or tenure:

•	 Ally Hatterman             
Promoted to professor

•	 Dr. Brent Johnson         
Awarded tenure

•	 Dr. Jane-Marie McKinney 
Awarded tenure and promoted 
to associate professor

•	 Dr. Cori Newton             
Awarded tenure and promoted 
to associate professor

Center for Excellence in Teaching 
and Learning (CETL) Director, Dr. 
Anna Dunlap Higgins-Harrell was 
the recipient of the GSC Foundation 
Faculty Award. A statement 
from a colleague’s nomination of 
Higgins-Harrell said, “On campus, 
she is affectionately known as 
Mama Higgins-Harrell. She makes 
all students, faculty, and staff feel 
warm and welcome. She hosts 
‘Wine Down Wednesday’ during   
the semester where faculty can 
connect with each other, learn 
about best practices for teaching 
and learning, and more.”

A statement from another 
colleague nomination said Higgins-

Gordon State College hosted the 
20th anniversary of its annual 
Teaching Matters conference on 
March 10 and March 11.

Teaching Matters is an 
interdisciplinary teaching and 
learning Higher Ed conference 
hosted by GSC at the Barnesville 
campus. Individual presentations, 
panel sessions, workshops and 
posters focus on innovative and 
creative pedagogical methods, 
issues surrounding teaching and 
learning and educational theories.

The event consisted of 29 
presentation sessions, a poster 
session with a dozen entries and 
a keynote address. Nearly 80 
presenters represented dozens 
of institutions out-of-state and 
across Georgia. Members from 
several HBCUs presented such as 
Fort Valley State University and     
Albany State University.

GSC CELEBRATES 
12 FACULTY ON 
PROMOTION, TENURE

Harrell was instrumental in the 
idea of creating a special edition                       
e-Book to have faculty share their 
research with the GSC community 
when the Teaching Matters 
Conference was cancelled.

Instructional Designer, Autumn 
Schaffer Moore was the recipient  
of the GSC Foundation Staff         
Award. A statement from a 
colleague’s nomination of Moore 
said, “She consistently completes 
tasks that are ‘outside of her job 
description.’ For example, she 
spends a great amount of time 
advising students and creating 
schedules for the new students 
during New Student Orientation. 
Her dedication to our students       
is remarkable.”

A statement from another 
colleague nomination for Moore 
said, “Autumn was instrumental 
in Gordon’s successful pivot to 
remote operations and online 
teaching in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She developed 
‘Highlander Trails-Learning to 
Teach Online,’ a program to prepare 
faculty to teach online courses.”

TEACHING MATTERS 
CONFERENCE 20TH 

ANNIVERSARY
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here was no better way to jump-start the 
new academic year than with Homecoming 

Homecoming Sportsfest and club football game.

Fine and Performing Arts provided satirical 
entertainment with two productions (2) including The 
Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde and The 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged). 

Highlanders had the opportunity to embark on off-
campus adventures including a visit to the National 
Center for Civil and Human Rights (3) in honor of Black 
History Month and EarthWindFire, GSC’s science club, 
returned to Cumberland Island (4) revamping their 
long-standing annual trip after three years.

SGA presidents from USG’s 26 institutions visited GSC 
for networking opportunities as well as team building 
activities with a special visit from Chancellor Sonny 

T

2

1

YEAR IN
REVIEW

festivities (1) including the inaugural Highlanders
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EDUCATION   
ECOSYSTEM 
SUMMIT

n September 14 and 16,    
Gordon State College in 

Partnership for Excellence in 
Education (GPEE) hosted an 
Education Ecosystem Summit. 

Counties represented at the summit 
included Butts, Clayton, Coweta, 
Fayette, Griffin-Spalding, Henry, 
Lamar, Macon-Bibb, Meriwether, 
Monroe, Newton, Pike and Upson.

Dr. Dana Rickman, GPEE president, 
opened the event with a discussion 
about continuing to enhance and 
improve the college going-rate 
of students within the 14-county 
primary service region.

“The pandemic has dealt a blow to 
Georgia’s economy and accelerated 

collaboration with the Georgia 

“The work accomplished, 
over the two-day summit, 
will contribute to meeting 
the milestones of ensuring 
our students have the 
support and resources 
needed to continue their 
education journey.” 

Dr. Kirk A. Nooks
Gordon State College President

concerning trends in the workforce 
pipeline. With technology and 
automation displacing low-skill 
workers at a rapid pace, there is 
no doubt Georgia needs more 
students to receive and complete 
post-secondary training to meet 
workforce needs. We are proud 
to partner with Gordon as it 
recognizes the magnitude and 
urgency of these challenges and 
has assumed a leading role in 
crafting a regional plan to support 
their students. They are exhibiting 
the kind of leadership we need to 
ensure Georgia weathers this storm 
and remains the number one state 
to do business,” Rickman said.

Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, GSC president
led as the presenter for the 
remainder of the event which 

included an hour-long strategy 
discussion from the district       
team panel. 

“An aspiration of our strategic    
plan, ‘Building the Power of WE,’ 
became a reality today. I am proud 
of the commitment made by our 
institution, K12 partners and local 
community leaders. The Education 
Ecosystem Summit provided 
a space for the ‘WE’ to come 
together and renew relationships 
that will demonstrate a desire to 
increase the college-going rate. 
The work accomplished, over the 
two-day summit, will contribute to 
meeting the milestones of ensuring 
our students have the support and 
resources needed to continue their 
education journey,” Nooks said.

O
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EDUCATION   
ECOSYSTEM 
SUMMIT

n February 22, Gordon State College hosted its 
Third Annual Legacy Lecture with featured guest 

by the Singing Brothers of Stilwell.

“I’m honored to have given Gordon’s Third Annual 
Legacy Lecture. As a descendant of General John 
B. Gordon, for whom the college is named, it was 
great to discuss Gordon’s past, present, and future 
with its community,” said Kirk, a writer, editor and 
administrator based in Washington, D.C. 

GSC annual legacy lectures has a mission to bring the 
community and campus together for an evening of 
music, reflection and everlasting legacy.

“This year’s Legacy Lecture continues to elevate the 
vision for the program. Ms. Mimi Kirk has a national 
impact with a local tie. In addition, the well-recognized 
voices of the Singing Brothers of Stilwell certainly 
made the evening most memorable. We are delighted 
to make this level of programming available to 
faculty, staff, students and our community,” said GSC 
President, Dr. Kirk A. Nooks.

“It was great to 
discuss Gordon’s 
past, present, 
and future with          
its community.” 

Mimi Kirk
Writer, editor and administrator

O

The award-winning male choral group, 
The Singing Brothers of Stilwell, captured 

the audience with their musical talents

LEGACY 
LECTURE

3rd ANNUAL

speaker Mimi Kirk and special musical performance
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ELIJAH CLEMMONS

Toastmasters President  |  Human Services  |  2023

“A small college community like Gordon’s makes you feel loved and 
like you belong. The professors know you by name and truly wish to 
see you succeed. The Highlander community took me in with open 
arms and gave me the opportunity to make an impact. I hope to do 
my part in making others feel welcomed in the same way.” 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHTS

EMMA MIXON
 
Student Honors Council President  |  
Biology and Foreign Language  |  2022

"I am thankful to Gordon, and all the 
people within it, for the opportunities 
it has given me and the relationships 
I have made here. I could not have 
asked for more from an institution"

TELISA KELLY-PEAVY

Adult Learner |  Psychology  |  2022

“I was scared, nervous and 
somewhat clueless about 
attending college after being 
out of school for twenty years. 
However, I was determined to 
persevere and finish what I had 
started. Now, I have graduated 
with my associate degree in 
psychology and will begin working 
towards my Bachelor of Science 
in nursing this fall.”

PEDRO GASPARDO 

International Student  |  Management and 
Administration  |  2023

“As an international student, my experience 
here at Gordon could not have been greater. 
I have always felt welcomed and included from 
the very beginning. I hope other students are 
as proud as I am of being a GSC Highlander.”



ast academic year, The Board of 
Regents of the University System 

the green light to begin the process 
of offering two new degrees: a 
Nexus degree in film production and 
a Bachelor of Science in criminal 
justice through the USG’s eMajor. The 
process was successfully completed 
with an additional academic program 
approved, a Bachelor of Science in 
health and wellness.

Students showed great interest 
and took advantage of the new 
opportunities. Eleven students 
pursued their bachelor’s in criminal 
justice while 62 students worked on 
completing their associate courses. 

Bachelor of Science in health and 
wellness had 35 students pursuing 
their degree and 28 students worked 
on completing their associate 
courses. The full launch of the Nexus 
degree will take affect this August 
of 2022, however eight students 
are enrolled in courses through the 
Georgia Film Academy.

GSC also established a partnership 
with Fulton County Schools to 
provide paraprofessionals an 
opportunity in completing the 
requirements to become a certified 
teacher in the state of Georgia. The 
Parapro-to-Teacher track leads to a 
Bachelor of Science in elementary 
education. With this degree, 
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of Georgia gave Gordon State College
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STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHTS

graduates are able to complete the 
GACE test in elementary education/
special education general curriculum 
to gain initial certification from the 
Georgia Professional Standards 
Commissions. As of spring 2022, GSC 
received 46 names from the district. 
All students are required to complete 
certain pre-courses before being 
accepted and starting the elementary 
education program. Gordon is 
working on admitting those to the 
college to complete pre-courses. 
Thirty-five have been admitted so 
far into the program for the fall 
semester of 2022. As of May 13, 2022, 
eight paraprofessionals graduated 
and 15 paraprofessionals are set to 
graduate in May of 2023.

GSC 
students 
have the 
opportunity 
to gain 
professional 
experience 
and training 
at the GFA 
for the Nexus 
degree 
in film 
production

Photo courtesy of Georgia Film Academy 

ACADEMIC DEGREES
SUCCESS OF NEW



“This rallying 
point is where 
future and current 
students, as well 
as graduates can 
come back to. The 
stag represents 
an arc that weaves 
through our 
history whether 
it’s Gordon 
Military College, 
Gordon College, 
Barnesville High 
School, or Gordon 
State College. 
It represents 
all of us.” 

Dr. Kirk A. Nooks
Gordon State College President

ALAN R. GILES



ALAN R. GILES   MEMORIAL STAG 
STATUE UNVEILING

n February 15, Gordon State 
College hosted the unveiling 

Memorial Stag statue.

GSC Vice President of 
Advancement, External Relations 
and Marketing Montrese Adger 
Fuller opened the ceremony by 
thanking Angela Giles and her late 
husband, Alan Giles for leaving such 
“a wonderful legacy and addition 
to the campus that will be here for 
many years to come.”  

Alan Giles was born in Dayton, Ohio 
in 1942 and graduated from Gordon 
Military College. He was a boarding 
school cadet and a member of 
the Alumni Class of 1960. “We call 
Gordon a home. His friends all 
came from here,” Angela Giles said. 
“Gordon meant so much to him.”

Alan and Angela Giles have been 
loyal donors to GSC for many 
years. They had plans in place to 
provide the College with a bequest 
gift while completing their estate 
planning. This gift was received by 
GSC where the proposal to build a 
large stag statue as a legacy in the 
name of Alan Giles came to fruition.

“We’re here today to honor a good 
man. He was the best man that 
I ever knew,” Angela Giles said. 
“We’re here to honor him and this 
dedication of the stag. It’s gorgeous 
and takes your breath away.”

An engraved plaque sits 
prominently in front of the statue 
that displays Alan Giles’ class year 
along with his favorite quote, “If 
you want to go fast, go alone. If you 
want to go far, go together.”

Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, GSC president, 
gave a warm welcome and 
introduced Kierra Cooper-
Williams, GSC student government 
association president, where 
she explained the origin of GSC 
mascots that led to its current spirit 
mark, the stag.

GSC’s name and mascot have 
changed over the years. Before 
1980, the athletic teams at Gordon 
were the Bulldogs. Through the 
mid-1980, Gordon’s athletic teams 
were known as the Generals and the 
Wolves. The athletic teams became 
the Highlanders in 1995. 

In August of 2020, GSC revealed 
the new symbol of strength, pride 
and the Power of WE theme that 
would guide the institution’s 
progress for years to come. The 
stag, transformed into a spirit mark, 
is a nod to Gordon’s rich history 
and represents the dedication to 
excellence in academics, inclusion 
and commitment of the mission. 

Roger Shannon (HS ’60-C ’62), Julianne Boyle Shannon (HS ’60-C ’62), Yvonne 
Cooper Melvin (HS ’60-C ’62), Harvey Melvin (HS ’60-C ’62), and Angela Giles 

O
ceremony of the Alan R. Giles
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“To me, this stag represents an arc 
that weaves through our history 
whether it’s Gordon Military College, 
Gordon College, Barnesville High 
School, or Gordon State College. It 
represents all of us,” Nooks said.

The concept came from the historic 
Gordon Highlanders, who were a 
line infantry regiment of the British 
Army that existed for 113 years after 
two Scottish Regiments merged in 
1881. They wore a crest with a stag 
and the motto “Bydand,” which 
means “Stand and Fight.”  

“When I came to Gordon, it was 
clear we needed a rallying area,” 
Nooks said. “This rallying point is 
where future and current students, 
as well as graduates can come back 
to. They have a spot to say this is 
where it started, this is where it 
ended, and this is what gives us 
energy and
rallying cry           
of Highlanders 
Forward.”

that



ATHLETICS

he Highlander Baseball team finished the 
2022 season with a 22-26 record and earned 

 
Olson and Daniel Haab were named to the GCAA 
All-Tournament Team. 

The Highlander Softball team compiled a 24-19 
record and earned their spot as the number two 
seed going into GCAA Conference Tournament. 
Four players were named to the NJCAA All-Region 
Team including Kinsey Jones, Kylee Housman, 
Chandler Mitchell, and Cayla Bishop. Bishop was 
also named the GCAA Player of the Year.

The Highlander Soccer team posted a 10-3-3 record 
and made their fifth consecutive appearance in the 
GCAA Conference Finals. Five players were named 
to the GCAA All-Region Teams including Anaiah 
Rasool, Kira Goodwin, Adriana Duque, Chelsie 
Moore, Lourdes Tompkins, and Sophia Kotopka.  

The Highlander Basketball team posted a 9-20 
season record and earned a spot in the GCAA 
Conference Tournament quarterfinals. 

Club golf and volleyball are joining 
the athletic lineup in fall 2022!

T
a GCAA Conference Tournament berth. Bryant
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The Gordon State 
College club football 
team claimed the 
National Club Football 
Association (NCFA) 
South Atlantic 
Conference title 
after a 32-20 defeat 
over Columbus 
State University on 
November 13. 

Building on the 
success of their 
inaugural season, 
the Highlanders took 
the field by storm 
during their nine-
game season. The 
Highlanders had an 
overall 7-2 season 
with a conference 
record of 3-1.

Under Head Coach 
Kevin Adkins’ 
leadership, GSC’s 
football program 
has continued to 
promote and nurture 
good sportsmanship, 
healthy athletic 
competition and 
strong academic 
achievement.

“Our team has 
displayed the 
Highlander EDGE 
both on and off the 
playing field, and I 
am very excited that 
we have assisted the 
athletes in succeeding 
academically and 
winning the South 
Atlantic Conference 
Title,” Adkins said.

Spring 2022, Volume 19 | 16

The club football team 
celebrates their NCFA 

South Atlantic Conference 
Championship



2

1

3

3

1



ordon State College Alumni kept in touch during 
various social events throughout the year including
 a get together for chat, laughter, and dinner 

at Toco Mac (1) in McDonough and an action-packed 
return to the field for past athletes at the inaugural 
alumni soccer game (2) as well as the alumni softball 
game (3). Special reunions brought back fond memories 
among the alumni at the nursing reunion (4) as well as 
the Toastmasters president’s homecoming reunion (5).

There is greater fun to be had so keep an eye out on 
the following upcoming 2022 alumni events!

•	 July 30 : Gordon Grammar School Reunion
•	 September 30 - October 1: Alumni Weekend
•	 November 10 - 13 : Jekyll Island Alumni Event

Watch our social media pages and alumni newsletter 
to see all the alumni latest and to know when we are 
headed to your area with more regional alumni socials!

G

ALUMNI
NEWS

a get together for conversations, laughter, and dinner
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he Gordon State College 
Alumni Board continues to

deliver unique values within 
the campus and community. 

Throughout the year, the Board 
launched its series of regional 
alumni social events to engage   
and connect GSC alumni from 
all eras and helped raise over 
$66,000 during the Annual Day 
of Giving to support GSC and 
its students. They ensured 
planning continues for Alumni 
Weekend events and the 1970, 
1971, and 1972 Golden Year 
Reunions which were disrupted 
by the pandemic.

Many thanks go out to Kathryn 
Claxton Green for her years of 
service on the Alumni Executive 
Board. She served as secretary, 
vice-chair, and two terms as chair. 
Green has kept Gordon, its students, 
and alumni at the forefront of every 
initiative that she led over seven 
years. She has elected to stay on 
and continue to serve as a general 
member of the Board. 

In the fall, Cecil McDaniel will serve 
as chair of the Board, Anthony 
McCalla will serve as vice-chair, and 
Sue Gilpin will serve as secretary. The 
incoming executive committee hold 
invaluable expertise that will engage 
and strengthen our alumni base.
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Kathryn 
Claxton Green 
encouraged 
our spring 
graduating 
Highlanders 
to take part 
in limitless 
opportunities 
as new 
members of 
the alumni 
family

build authentic relationships and
T

ALUMNI BOARD

Jason Bretch (GSC ‘06) 
Sue Gilpin (GSC ‘16)
Kathryn Claxton Green (GSC ‘10)
Teresa Harvey-Davis (GSC ‘12)
Laura Hayes (GSC ‘94)
Kent Kingsley (GMC ‘72)
Wendy Martin (GSC ‘93)
Anthony McCalla (GSC ‘07)
Mike McCormack (GMC ‘71)
Cecil McDaniel (GMHS '70)
Kaylie Ramsey (GSC '17)
Hannah Rutledge (GSC '21)

ALUMNI BOARD

2022-2023 ALUMNI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

2021-22 

Gordon is accepting nominations 
to serve on the Board. For more 
information, please email 
alumni@gordonstate.edu.

ANTHONY McCALLA SUE GILPINCECIL McDANIEL
Chair Vice-chair Secretary



ALUMNI 
SPOTLIGHTS

MORIA HOWARD
 
Talent Acquisition Professional  |  
Management and Administration  |  2011

"During my time at Gordon, I was 
challenged to grow my network 
and support system amongst the 
Highlander Community which helped 
me build memorable relationships 
that are still a part of my life today."
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YURI JOHNSON 

Industrial Engineer  |  Engineering  |  2016

“Gordon keeps you away from the distractions 
of a big city, it is affordable, has great 
professors who are willing to help and gives 
you the opportunity to be well prepared for 
your university of choice. Thanks to Gordon, I 
was able to change my destiny and accomplish 
far more than I was expected to in life.” 

JENNA MADDOX

Television News Reporter  |  
Communication  |  2018

“Even if you are a local, Gordon 
is a fantastic start to college. I 
was able to start off on a good 
foot, which propelled me to a 
further successful academic 
career. I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without the support of 
my Highlander family and the 
incredible education Gordon 
provided me. I am forever thankful.”

CECIL McDANIEL

Allstate Agent  |  Gordon Military High School  |  1970

“Gordon will always hold a special place in my heart. 
Those of us that attended Gordon Military High 
School during the 1960s and 70s share a bond that 
can never be broken.”



CLASS NOTES
We want to hear from you!

Have you been honored, promoted, changed jobs, gotten married, 
moved or need to share the passing of a classmate? Share your news with 
Gordon’s Alumni Relations Office and have it reported in the Class Notes 
section in next year’s magazine. Send your news to the Alumni Relations 
Office, Gordon State College 419 College Drive, Barnesville, GA, 30204 
or e-mail it to alumni@gordonstate.edu or call 678-359-5739.
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Anna Bates (BSN ‘22) 
joined the Egleston 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

Claudia Bryan (AA ’98) 
was honored as Teacher 
of the Year at Lamar 
County Elementary School. 
A 21-year veteran, Byran is  
the media center specialist

Morgan Cardell (BSN ‘22) 
accepted a position as a 
labor and delivery nurse at 
Piedmont Fayette Hospital 

Dr. Anna Fletcher (‘12) 
is the newest veterinarian 
addition to the medical 
team at Caldwell Veterinary 
Hospital in Forsyth, GA

Brianne Bradberry 
Lewis (BS ‘22) accepted 
a position as a first grade 
teacher at Ola Elementary 
School for the 22-23 AY

Derrick Lewis (AS ‘98) 
completed his two-year 
term as GSC Foundation     
Board Chair

John Massie (AS ’19), 
Information Application 
Specialist at East Lake 
Elementary, was named 
his school’s 2021 
Educational Support 
Person of the Year by 
Henry County Schools

Jimmy Matthews (‘64)
is planning a Gordon 
Military College alumni 
reunion for November 10 - 
13, 2022 at Jekyll Island

Brianna Martin (ASN ‘11)
works as a nurse  
anesthetist in Florida

Cory McCook (AA ‘99) 
was selected by the 
Barnesville Chamber 

of Commerce as 
Businessperson of the 
Year for 2022 at their 
38th annual Chamber of 
Commerce Community 
Awards Celebration

Cecil “Mason” Miller (BS 
‘22) interned with Zaxby’s 
in 2022 and received a 
full-time position in the 
IT department

Meagan Pearson (AA ‘99, 
BS ‘20) joined the GSC 
Advancement, External 
Relations, and Marketing 
team as development 
officer on April 1, 2022

James “Fletcher” 
Perry (‘73) has served 
as mayor of Pickens, SC 
since 2019. In March 2022, 
Perry graduated from 
the Advanced Municipal 
Elected Officials Institute 
of Government 

Darrell Riggins (ASN ‘18) 
was promoted to chest 
pain coordinator at Upson 
Regional Medical Center

Brandy Sims (AS ’07, BS 
‘10) was honored as the 
2021 Teacher of the Year 

GSC HOSTS ANNUAL 
SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON

at Hubbard Elementary  
School in Monroe County

Dalton Skipper (ASN ‘09)
works at Emory University 
as an adjunct professor

Eleanor D. Stecker (’98-
‘99) had her artwork 
spanning of about 50   
years displayed in an  
exhibit opened by Lamar 
Arts Depot Gallery from 
April through May of 2022

Justin Sumner (BA ’15) 
was featured in Histocrats, 
an online blog of history 
enthusiasts and educators, 
on his reflection of teaching 
during the pandemic

Tim Turner (‘90) was 
named city manager for 
Barnesville in February 2022

Lauren Zoeckler (AA 
’09, BS ’11) was awarded 
the Butts County School 
System’s Instructional 
Excellence Award

Anna-Claire Varner 
(BS ‘22) will begin her 
first year teaching fourth              
grade at Futral Road 
Elementary School

Gordon State College hosted its 
annual Scholarship Luncheon on 
April 28 where scholarship donors 
and/or representatives and 
student recipients attended the 
special occasion. 

Elijah Clemmons and Maddie 
Hendrix, GSC juniors and scholarship 
recipients, spoke on the impact the 
scholarships had on them.

“With this scholarship, I was able 
to step into roles that helped me 
in various aspects including public 
speaking and I was able to give 
back to the community with more 
volunteer opportunities,” Hendrix said.



IN MEMORIAM
The annual In Memoriam list includes the names 
of alumni and employees for whom a notice 
of passing was received between May 1, 2021 
and April 30, 2022. In preparing this list every 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy and 
completeness. If a mistake or omission was made, 
we sincerely apologize. To report any omissions 
or corrections please contact the Office of 
Advancement, External Relations, and Marketing 
at 678-359-5739 or advancement@gordonstate.
edu. *Indicates notice was received after 
publication of previous year’s edition.

Arthur D. Simmons (HS ’71) May 12, 2020*

Sue Clark (HS ’44) May 16, 2020*

William A. Duke (C ’81) Aug 20, 2020*

Pamela J. English (C ’88) Aug. 21, 2020*

Calvin “Sonny” Moore (HS ’54) Aug. 26, 2020*

Wade A. King (C ’63) Dec. 30, 2020*

Shirley F. Sims Knox (HS ’56) Jan. 11, 2021*

Ayana Chaney (C ’13) Feb. 24, 2021*

Jerry G. Gardner (HS ’49, C ’50) Apr. 29, 2021*

Sandra C. Shannon Sims (HS '63) May 21, 2021

Carol J. Burnette Martin (HS '59) May 26, 2021

Luke P. Weaver (Trustee) June 1, 2021

Dr. Hutch Johnson (Faculty) June 2, 2021

Thomas W. Little (C '67) June 7, 2021

William C. "Billy" Kitchings (C '52) June 8, 2021

Virginia E. Bankston Clark (HS '38, C '40) July 11, 2021

Leonora Ginn (HS '41, C '43) July 19, 2021

Jerry Colwell (Trustee) Aug. 7, 2021

William A. "Art" Roberts (HS '60, C '62) Aug. 9, 2021

Bobbie Piper Foster (HS '43) Aug. 9, 2021

Reba Gober Gill (HS '54) Aug. 27, 2021

John R. Hamrick, Jr. (C '85) Aug. 29, 2021

Crystal Cato (Staff) Sept. 13, 2021

Jahna "Jan" Mihalko Kerr-Jinks (C '82) Sept. 24, 2021

Jesse F. "Butch" Armistead (HS '71) Oct. 7, 2021

Lillie K. Keadle Wilmot (HS '59, C '81) Oct. 10, 2021

Andrew Patrick "A.P." Henry (C '14) Oct. 13, 2021

Miriam Whitten Howard (HS '45) Oct. 16, 2021

Dolores Freeman Presley (HS '53) Oct. 23, 2021

Elizabeth Bush Sellers (HS '38, C '40) Oct. 24, 2021

Corey F. Rizer (C '68) Oct. 25, 2021

Christy M. Kimbell (C '02) Nov. 24, 2021

Robert W. "Bob" Rooke (HS '57) Nov. 26, 2021

Thomas R. Ringler-Lantzy (C ’08) Dec. 28, 2021

William J. "Bill" McMurphy, IV (HS '62) Jan. 12, 2022

John S. Stewart (C '83) Jan. 19, 2022

Edward L. Piper (HS '45) Jan. 21, 2022

Michael G. Mallory (HS '68) Jan. 27, 2022

Dorothy "Dot" Smith Patrick (HS '45) Feb. 2, 2022

Charles W. McDaniel (Trustee) Feb. 9, 2022 

Luis Guinot, Jr. (C ’53, Trustee) March 19, 2022

Clarence W. “Sonny” Ball (HS ’58, C ’59) April 21, 2022

Ronald A. Nicholas (HS ’67) April 28, 2022

ALUMNUS LUIS 
GUINOT JR.

Ambassador Luis Guinot Jr., Gordon Military 
College Class of 1951 alumnus and former U.S. 

Ambassador to Costa Rica exerted his influence 
and impacted the institution in numerous ways.

Guinot set out to “regain Gordon’s international 
reputation” when he spoke at the 2005 Gordon College 

Commencement ceremony. He also lined up international 
figures and was the head lecturer for Gordon’s International 

Lecture Series that inaugurated in April of 2005. 

He and his wife created a scholarship endowment to be awarded to 
a female from a Spanish-speaking country, and as a member of the 
board of directors of Global Education; Guinot guided many of the 
organization’s students to the college.

Ambassador Guinot passed on March 19, 2022, but his legacy with 
Gordon will remain indispensable for years to come. 

Luis Guinot Jr. pictured 
during his sophmore 
year at Gordon Military 
College in 1950

Gordon State College’s two new 
club sports, golf and volleyball 
are launching full force this fall 
of 2022. 

Golf will be competing in the 
National Collegiate Club Golf 
Association (NCCGA) and 
volleyball will be competing in 
the National Collegiate Volleyball 
Federation (NCVF). 

Both club sports have been 
busy in the background with 
training and practices for their 
debut. Golf is a coed sport while 
volleyball is an all-female team.

Golf will be active both in the 
fall and spring with at least 
three tournaments per semester. 
Volleyball will begin their 
season between September 
and October and will be active 
through April. 

Brandon Hughley has been 
named head volleyball coach. 
Golf will be mainly run by the 
student-athletes. Both sports 
have a national championship 
opportunity to compete in. 

Keep up with the excitement 
of these two new club sports 
and all GSC athletics at                
www.gordonstate.edu.

CLUB GOLF AND 
VOLLEYBALL TO 
LAUNCH IN FALL



INAUGURAL 
PRESIDENT’S 
SOCIETY RECEPTION

GSC FOUNDATION 
RECEIVES USDA 
GRANT FUNDS

The Gordon State College 
Foundation has received $21,300   
in grant funds from the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). Funds were utilized for 
the purchase of equipment for 
the newly established GSC 
Digital Media Arts Lab. 

The grant is a part of a $185 million 
investment by the USDA to equip, 
rebuild and modernize essential 
services in rural areas of 32 states.

On October 28, Gordon State 
College hosted its Inaugural 
President’s Society Reception. 
The event recognized donors 
who have given $1,000+ for their 
contributions to the college. These 
funds are essential in furthering 
our student-focused mission. 

Foundation scholarship recipients, 
Maddie Hendrix, Shaughne 
Bedgood and Kalista Thomas, 
plus dual enrollment student and 
Presidential Fellow, Precious Clark, 
spoke on the impact their support 
has had on their collegiate journeys. 

“I want to thank 
each trustee that 
supported the 
college during this 
time of need and 
selflessly gave their 
time and resources. 
As a student in 
1988, I had no 
idea that I would 
one day lead this 
great institution 
for two years 
through one of the 
biggest pandemics 
in history. It has 
been an honor and 
a pleasure to give 
back to the place 
that has given    
me so much. 

Highlanders 
Forward!” 

Derrick Lewis
GSC Foundation Chair
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Reshann Adams 
Driver & Adams CPA

Jeneen Andrews 
Georgia Power Company

Phillip Bell 
State Farm Insurance

Scott Blackstock 
Tidal Wave Car Wash

Dr. Aaron Buice 
Barnesville Urgent Care & 
Family Practice

Andy Bush 
Bush Farms

Kenneth Coggins 
Coggins Funeral Home

Alan Connell 
Connell & Wheeler 
Attorneys at Law

Lucinda Dallas
CFS Wealth Management

James J. Edwards, Jr. 
United Bank

John W. Edwards, Jr. 
United Bank

Lindy Farmer
Henry County Water Authority

Dr. Joel Fuller, DMD 
General Dentistry

Lindsay Gowan 
Johnson Battery Company

Jim Granum 
Norfolk Southern (retired)

Robert Harris
Haygood, Lynch, Harris, Melton 
& Watson Attorneys at Law

Dr. Lily Jung Henson 
Piedmont Henry Hospital

George Hightower, Jr. 
Community Enterprises, Inc.

Chase Idol
Geeslin Group CPA

Tamara Ison 
Wellstar Spalding 
Regional Hospital

Curtis Jenkins 
Ham & Jenkins Attorneys at Law

Terry Killingsworth
Snider-Killingsworth Insurance

Dr. B. Waine Kong 
Zoe Center for Pediatrics & 
Adolescent Health

Derrick Lewis
Raymond James Investments

Charles McDaniel (In memoriam)
McDaniel & Associates

Dr. Kevin Napier 
Internal Medicine of Griffin

Don Neuner 
Synergy Solutions Group

Dr. Kirk A. Nooks
Gordon State College

Kike Seda
A-1 Postage Meters

Dr. Bert Wall 
Upson Medical Associates

Daniel C. White 
Passive Solar Design

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2021-22 

NEW DONORS 
OVERALL

FACULTY AND
STAFF GIVING



GEORGIA POWER 
FOUNDATION 
$15,000 GRANT

CRAIG A. 
OGLETREE 

MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Gordon State College has received 
a $15,000 grant from Georgia 
Power on October 14. Funds will 
be used to provide support for the 
African American Male Initiative 
(AAMI), increasing the college 
graduation rates and producing 
African American male teachers 
in the state of Georgia.

 “We are excited about the 
opportunity to partner with GSC 
to support its AAMI program, not 
only with funding, but also through 
our employees’ engagement,” said 
Lamar County Local Manager and 
GSC Board of Trustee member, 
Jeneen Andrews. “Joining efforts 

The Craig A. Ogletree Memorial 
Foundation established a $25,000 
scholarship endowment in memory 
of Barnesville native, Craig A. 
Ogletree, to provide support for GSC 
students facing financial hardships. 
The scholarship may be renewed for 
multiple years granted the recipient 
is in good academic standing.

Ogletree worked closely with 
the GSC African American Male 
Initiative (AAMI) program students 
and has been a loyal donor to the 
college. He had a 25-year career 
span at Georgia Power where he 
served as the area manager for 
Lamar, Butts, Fayette, Spalding, 
and Coweta counties.

GSC’s second annual Day of Giving 
surpassed its goal of $25,000 by 
generating over $66,000 in gifts 
to benefit the lives of its students 
and mission of the institution
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Gordon State College Board of 
Trustees member, Dan White, 
was honored as a recipient of the 
Regents’ Hall of Fame Alumni and 
Distinguished Friends Award at the 
17th annual Regents’ Scholarship 
Gala on October 13 at the Fernbank 
Museum in Atlanta.

White, from Yatesville, Georgia, 
has been a GSC Foundation 
Trustee since 2015 and a generous 
supporter of the students, the Fine 
and Performing Arts program and 
the History program at GSC. In 
February of 2020, the Foundation 
received the largest donation in 
its history, a landmark $255,000 
gift from White. His personal 
investment to GSC, White said, “is 
to help further its mission regionally 
and state-wide. My focus remains in 
students from rural areas.”

DAN WHITE 
HONORED AT 17TH 
ANNUAL REGENTS’ 
SCHOLARSHIP GALA

is a great way for Georgia Power 
to positively impact the higher 
education trajectory for student 
participants, paving the way for 
greater equality and economic 
growth in our communities.”

As of August of 2021, AAMI serves 
approximately 1,000 students 
at 22 institutions across the 
University System of Georgia, and 
the program is supported by 42 
dedicated directors and assistant 
directors who volunteer their time 
to the program. 

“I am so grateful for the support 
that GSC has received, and the 
generosity from the Georgia 
Power Foundation will continue 
to improve the College and 
enhance student success,” said 
Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, GSC president.

AAMI’s mission is to provide an 
integrated program model of 
academic and social tools that 
support students adopting a positive 
mindset to successfully complete 
classes, elevate their cumulative 
GPAs and matriculate through 
each academic level and graduate. 



DONORS
The Annual Donor Roll includes the names of those whose gifts were 
received between January 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021. In preparing this 
list, every effort has been made to ensure accuracy and completeness. If 
a mistake was made in the way a donor is identified or if a donor’s name 
was omitted, we sincerely apologize. To report any corrections or make a 
donation please contact the Office of Advancement, External Relations, and 
Marketing at 678-359-5739 or advancement@gordonstate.edu. Thank you.
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Angela Giles
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James L. Granum
Robert L. Harris
Henry County Water Authority
Dr. Lily Henson
Dr. Anna Higgins-Harrell
George H. Hightower, Jr.
Idol & Associates, LLC
Tamara D. Ison
J. M. Clayton Company
Joe and Pat Edwards 
Foundation, Inc.
Johnson Battery
Cary Kerlin
Dr. Barry Kicklighter
Dr. Jeffery Knighton
Dr. Waine Kong
Janice E. Letson
Derrick R. Lewis
Regina Lewis-Ward
Charles W. McDaniel
Dr. Kevin Napier
Don F. Neuner

New Life Anointed 
Ministries, Inc.
Dr. Kirk and Alison Nooks
Janet A. Pharo
Phillip Bell State Farm 
Insurance
Raymond James Financial, Inc.
Kike Seda
Snider Killingsworth 
Insurance
Lucian and Jennifer Tatum
Thomaston Kiwanis Club
Rhonda Toon
United Bank - Barnesville
University System of 
Georgia Foundation
Dr. Victor Vilchiz
Wine & Spirits Wholesalers 
of Georgia Foundation

Gordon Club 
($500-$999)

Stephen P. Argo
Bankston Lumber Company, Inc.
Barnesville-Lamar 
Community Foundation
Brenda Blackstock
Madelyn Brown
Coggins Memorial Chapel
Kenneth E. Coggins
Dr. Tonya Coleman
Kathryn A. Green
Griffin OB-Gyn Clinic
Curtis S. Jenkins, Sr.
Jimmy Rabitsch
Ken Spears
Dorothy Styles
The Sims Team Realty
Dr. Bert Wall
West Central Georgia Bank
Farris F. Yates

Century Club 
($100-$499)

Calvin S. Adams
Advanced Roofing & Interiors
Dr. Thomas A. Aiello
Anytime Fitness
Ask Dave Realty
Candice R. Babcock
Gratasha R. Banks
Peter L. Banks
Shalanna V. Banks
Bankston Roll-Off
Brandi Barefield
Barnesville First United 
Methodist Church
Barnesville Motel
Janet Adams Barras
Dr. Richard Baskin

Dr. Samantha H. Bishop
Dr. Juan J. Blythe
John C. Boesch, III
Richard and Fran Boggs
Tammy Boggs
Whitney E. Bradley
Dennis Brown
Dr. Jarrett Burch
Eugene C. Burnham
Dr. Aubrey M. Bush
Mary Ann Calhoun
Dr. Ric Calhoun
Valerie Calhoun
Capers Enterprise
Melissa Carbajal
Kelly D. Carter
R. Michael Carter
Chris Casseen
Moe Casseen
David M. Cherry
Atlas (Bill) Christopher
Adam Clark
Dr. Geoff F. Clement
Stephen Cochran
Latessia Coleman
Rusty Collins
Jennifer Cooper
Country Oaks Farm & 
Home Supply
Jeffery Cuffy
Myra M. Daniel
Megan Davidson
Tamara Dobson
Alicia Dorton
Dr. Amanda Duffus
Trennis Dumas
Sue Dunbar
Troy Duncan
Stacey Duzant
Dr. Susan Ellzey
Susan Ethridge
Chelsea Farmer
Karen Farmer
Jarrett Feltman
Jeff and Kim Feltman
LaTanya Frazier
J. Ellis Giddens
Marlin and Susan Gilbert
Sue Gilpin
Franklin O. Goforth
Rebecca Graham
Jane S. Gray
Justin M. Gunnels
Reginald G. Hamm
Sekema Harmon
Nate Harris
Angela Hartwick
Ally M. Hattermann
Harold & Gloria Henderson
Scott Henderson
Dr. Peter Higgins
Hometown Pressure Washing

Neal and Becki Howard
Dr. Linda L. Hyde
Rhee Ivey
Cynthia Jacobs
Dr. Edward C. Jacobs
Dabni Jarriel
Felicia Jester
Dr. Brenda E. Johnson
Reginald Johnson
Ameche R. Jones
Dr. Joseph R. Jones
Todd Jones
Dr. Prathibha Joshi-Beck
Paul Kilpatrick
Kent E. Kingsley
Dee L. Kitchings
Jackson Lalumiere
Dr. Cathy Q. Lee
Britt Lifsey
Orville M. Lindstrom
Dr. Michael Mahan
Lou Martin
Wendy L. Martin
Hugo Martínez
Anthony P. McCalla
Haley McCalla
LaBrae McCalla
Michael McCormack
Adam & Courtney McDaniel
Taqauious McDaniel
Middle Ga. Environmental, LLC
James & Amanda Mirzaiee
Gordon B. Mohler
Jeremy E. Monroe
Chris Moody
June Moore
Dr. Tonya Y. Moore
Debbie Nelson
Northrop Grumman Fnd.
Elizabeth Nwabuebo
Jerry Oliver
Dr. Andrew S. Osborne
Anthony M. Pearson
Derrill Perry
Anita Peterson
Dr. Elizabeth A. Pollock
Nahum P. Cabrera
Sharon Ponder
Carole Wilder Proctor
Tamara Pursley
Beth Pye
Dr. Steve Raynie
C. Pat Reagan
Dr. Theresa R. Rebello-Stanley
Jamir Reid
Gay Kennedy Robinson
Jesus Rodriguez
Eddie Rogers
Dr. Lynn L. Rumfelt
Brenda J. Rutherford
Cheryl Sanders
Dr. Richard W. Schmude, Jr.
Robert F. Sharp
Hugh Shepard
LTC Frank S. Shier, Ret.
Ronald Shipman
SIPM Roofing
Dr. Claudia Sliwinski
Broadus L. Smith
Emily Smith
Tara Smith
Trey Smith
Vivian Smith
Delise Smith-Watson
John Spears
Bruce Spratt

Mary Stephenson
Jennifer Stutsman
Mike Tallant
Chancharas S. Taylor
James B. Taylor
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Teresa Thompson
Greg Thornton
LTC Thomas E. Torbert, Ret.
Irene H. Torres-McCoy
Ryran R. Traylor
Linda Y Turner
Charles H. Van Rysselberge
Richard and Felicia Vereen
Nancy Cheek Walraven
Brenda Washington
Tony and Malinda Watts
Ed R. Wheeler
J. Jeffery White
Melissa A. White
Steele Wilburn
Mary B. Williams
Wesley O. Williamson
Wolfhunter Jiu Jitsu Club

Honor Roll 
($1-$99)

Tammie Adams
Matthew Addington
Corlis Alexander
Jennifer Alford
Jody Alford
AmazonSmile Foundation
Amy Anderson
Heather Anderson
Ashleighanne E Andrews
Brenae Bailey
Mallery Bailey
Olivia Banks
Samuel C. Baskin
Chance Baxley
Shaughne L. Bedgood
Gene Bell
Kecia Bennett
Patricia Bentoski-Licari
LTC Edmund F. Berry, Ret.
Penny J. Beverly
Natalie Bien-Aime
Walker Binnix
Bart Blankenship
Shuntel Blount
Alison Boddie
Nickoy Bolton
Frank H. Bone
Stacy Bordeau
Dr. Neil M. Boumpani
Elaine Boyington
Keith Braddy
Jerry G. Brinkley
Kaleb Brinkley
Dr. Mark Brinkman
Nigel Brodie
Candice Brown
Karleen Brown
Mary Brown
Pat Brown
Laura Bryan
Dr. Margie Bryant
Gail Bussey
Dawn Byous
William J. Camp
Bruce Capers
Richard L. Carreker
Candace Carroll
Zandra V. Caslin
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Tamika Chase
Macey Chatfield
Brandi Chester
Lori Childers
Deborah Christian
Jamie Christopher
Laura Clark
Elijah Clemmons
Antoinette Coast
Kim Coats
Rita Cochran
Jeremy Compton
Robert Corley
Tambra Crawford
Aaron Crenshaw
Andrew Crenshaw
Loran Crowley
Edward Curtis
Taylor Dalton
Leslie M. Daniels
Kathy A. Darden
Angiah Davis
Joe Davis
Dr. Doug Davis
Walter Davis
Jeff Dean
Megan Dean
Jody DeFore
DeLayna Denney
Sanford Dennis
Robert C. Detamore
Terriano Dobbs
Dennis Duncan
Calvin Durham
Tamarius Durham
Beverly M. Eskridge
Benita Evans
Express Clean Cleaners
Stacey Fambro
Caden Faulkner
Mona B. Faulkner
Lisa Ferguson
Dr. Cris Fermin-Ennis
Katheryne A. Fields
Dr. Christy H. Flatt
Rodger Fleming
Margaret O. Fluellyn
Eric Ford
John and Dawn Foster
Pashen Franklin
Sherlana Fryer
Dr. Allen G. Fuller
Melanie Fuller
Angelica Garcia
Dr. John C. George
Tiffini Gidden
Gwenevere Gilliland
Angela Givens
Dr. Susan G. Glenn
Diana Goins
Nancy Bray Goldsmith
Nancy M. Goodloe
Michele Green
Tisha Gregory
Kelly Griffin
Todd Griffin
Jose Gutierrez
Emily Gwinn
Ebony Hall
Jared Hammond
Walter Hardy
Erica Harris
Jerome Harris
Kelsey Harris
Emily Harrison
Melissa A. Harrison

Davita Hatchett
Kristi M. Hayes
Laura A. Hayes
Mae Haynes
Teresa A. Haynes
Lt. Charles E. Head
Stephanie D. Hendrix
Jessica M. Herndon
Rori Herriage
Renee M. Hickman
Raymond Hieber
Schneatha Higgins
Jeremiah Hill
Alan W. Hittepole
Monica Hodges
Matthew A. Hollis
Lee Holman
Joseph L. Holmes
Bennie Horton
Janice F. Horton
Veronica Hoskins
Jalonie Howard
Taylor K. Howard
Valerie Howard
Dontavious J. Hunter
Ashley D. Hursey
Hannah Isaac
Jam Isaac
Amber N. Isbell
Dr. Annette J. Jackson
Matia James
Dr. David Janssen
Amie Johnson
Martin H. Johnson
Yvonne Johnson
Ann Jones
Dirran Jones
Dr. Inez Jones
Jennifer Jones
Shirley Knight
Eric Knott
Mustapha Kromah
John Kuchinski
Michael Kwakumey
Scott Laria
Laquinta Larry
Erin Layton
Keshad Lee
Barron Leverett
Rodney Levitt
Anthony Lockhart
William T. Lupton
Jed and Sandra Lyles
Nicole Lynch
Shawn Lynch
Heather Lyons
Heather L. Maddox
Erica C. Madoni
David Manoogian
April D. Mason
Dedra Mason
Jeffrey R. Mason
Jennifer Massengale
Eric Mathis
Joy Matthews
Dr. Joseph A. Mayo
Cristy McAbee
Brenda McAllister
Renea McCall
Cindy McCard
Brienne McDaniel
Cliff Mcgouirk
Blaine McMillan
LaTreena Meadows
Kellie Mercer
Melanie Mertz

Roger Mills
Linda Moon
Autumn M. Moore
Carol R. Morgan
Allan Muise
Tracey Muise
Brittany Mullins
Amber Munoz
James Nale
Chanel Napier
Creche Navarro
Hollie Nepveux
Cori Newton
Gabriel Njie
Zachery Nordan
Dr. Masoud Nourizadeh
David Oglesby
Torey Oglesby
Monte Owens
Missy L. Parker
Matika Parson
Tim Patterson
PayPal Giving Fund
Precious Pennyman
Michele D. Perry-Stewart
Tyler D. Pittman
Carlous Plummer
Greg Podeszwa
Dr. Stephen R. Powers
Gladys Presley
Thomas E. Price
Willie Proctor
Marcia P. Proud
Shafondra Quattlebaum
Karen D. Raines
Joe Reed
Jaleesa Render
Arnesia Richardson
Arese Robinson
Dr. Matthew K. Robison
Elizabeth B. Rogers
Dr. Jeffery J. Rogers
Sharon Elaine Rogers
Dwayne Rountree
Zakiya Rountree
Zekaryah Rountree
Dr. Anne Sanders
LaSha Sanders

Donald Sartin
Ashley Saylors
Danks Seel
Kathy Selph
Holli Shipman
Kevin Sirmans
Farrie L. Smith
Jean S. Smith
Megan Smith
Tabitha Smith
Howard F. Snevel
Joshua Standridge
Larante Strong
Wanda Stuckey
Grady Sullivan
Rhonda M. Sullivan
Amber N. Tallent
Adalene Tamplin
Matina Taylor
Eugenia Teate
Kalista Thomas
Julia Thompson
Lisa M. Thornberry
Mac Thornton
Ian Toppin
Keysha Torrence
Ashley E. Travis
Dr. Jessica Traylor
Kenneth Tribbey
Holly Turner
Annette Wade
Tobias Walker
Stephanie Wangle
Rhonda Ward
Joe Warren
Crystal Washington
Joe Waters
Dallas Watkins
Amy Watkiss
Samantha J. Watt
Bethany Watts
James Watts
Curtis Weaver
Sally P. Weitzel
Dr. April Welch-Armstead
Amanda Weldon
Mickie Weldon
Sarah Weldon

Martha Wetherbee
Carol White
John White
Ken White
Debbie White-Hunt
Dr. Edward J. Whitelock
Cole Wilkerson
Chasé Williams
Franklin Williams
Nancy Williams
Paula Williams
Whitney Williams
Willie “Will” Williams
Kaden Wilson
Kelly G. Wilson
Crystal Wingfield
Margie E. Wright
Omar Wright
Jessica Yarbrough
Andy York
Julie York
Jacob Young
Tyler Young
Dr. Marwan Zabdawi

Gifts were made to 
continue the support 
of these funds and 
scholarships:

40 & 8 Voiture Locale #1635 
Nursing Scholarship
AAMI Program
Lewis A. & Manona B. Akins 
Scholarship
Aldora Scholarship
Alumni Association Fund
Art Department Fund
Athletic Program Fund
Barnesville Rotary Club 
Scholarship
George and Ernestine 
Barrett Scholarship
Baseball Team Fund
Basketball Team Fund
Dr. Pamela T. Bell Education 
Scholarship
Benning Construction 
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Company Scholarship
Blackstock Family 
Scholarship
Ray and Margie Brinkley 
Education Scholarship
Pat Brown Practice Lab
Daisy Burnette Bush 
Nursing Scholarship
Miss Marion Bush 
Scholarship
Campus Food Pantry Fund
Career Services Dept. Fund
Constance H. Chinery Fine 
and Performing Arts Fund
Class of 1957 Scholarship
Club Cheerleading Team Fund
Club Football Team Fund
Club Golf Team Fund
Coggins Family Scholarship
Charles & Carolyn Connell 
Nursing Scholarship
Betty Smith Crawford 
Education Scholarship
Lindsey Daniel Memorial 
Scholarship
Traci Lane Durham BSN 
Nursing Scholarship
Brad Edwards Memorial 
Scholarship
Rosemary K. Evans 
Scholarship
Faculty & Staff Award Fund
Fine & Performing Arts 
Department Fund

Friends of Gordon Annual Fund
Gap Assistance Fund
Alan R. Giles Memorial 
Mascot Fund
Gordon Alumni Scholarship
Reginald Darnell Hamm 
Memorial Scholarship
Shirley Hammond Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship
Oscar & Ruth Hardage 
Scholarship
Highlander Gap Scholarship
Dorothy W. Hightower 
Collaborative Learning 
Center and Library Fund
George H. Hightower, Sr. 
Adult Simulation Lab Fund
Honors Program Fund
Human Services Alumni 
Scholarship
Lillian Abbott Hurt 
Scholarship
Jones-Story Student 
Assistance Fund
Jennifer Kressaty Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship
Regina Lewis-Ward 
Empowerment Scholarship
McDaniel Family 
Scholarship
Memorial Tree Fund
Military Memorial Fund
H. Prentice Miller Book Fund
Natural Sciences 

Department Research Fund
Cyrus Neuner Faculty/Staff 
Enrichment Fund
Nursing and Health 
Sciences Department Fund
Dr. James Pharo & Mr. 
Joseph Pharo Scholarship
Professional Clothing 
Closet Fund
Jesse E. Rogers, Sr. 
Memorial West Central 
Georgia Bank Scholarship
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Lecture Series Endowment
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Scholarship
School of Education Fund
Service Learning Projects Fund
Chafin Smith Study Abroad 
Scholarship
Soccer Team Fund
Softball Team Fund
Student Emergency 
Assistance Fund
Study Abroad Program Fund
Theatre Department Fund
Thomaston Kiwanis Club 
Scholarship
University System of 
Georgia Foundation 
Scholarship
USG Capacity Building 
Grant Fund
Larry and Glenna Waller 

Scholarship
Frances Wood Wilson 
Foundation Scholarship
Wine & Spirits Wholesalers 
of Georgia Foundation 
Scholarship 

Gifts were given 
in memory of:

Frank A. Altera
Grashunda E. Banks
James E. “Gene” Baskin
Ronny H. Blackstock
John C. Boesch, Jr.
LTC Joseph C. Boggs USA, Ret.
Clara M. Bostai
Robert N. Brannock
Miss Marion Bush
Dr. Donald C. Butts
Eddie Calhoun
Marion K. Coleman
Major Roy E. Congleton
Harry Connell
Charles M. Corry
Traci L. Durham
Brad Edwards
Sarah Flanagan
Alan R. Giles
William S. “Stan” Greene
Shirley Hammond
John & Mary Hayes
Ora Lee Howard
Juanita B. Irvin

Zachary Kammer
Ronald Paul Kilpatrick
Lillice M. Long
Zedene H. Long
Jed and Mattie Lee Lyles
Ruth P. Manning
Claude F. “Fred” McCuiston
Dr. Alan P. Peterson
James A. Pharo
Joseph A. Pharo
Lottie G. Pinson
Louise J. Poppen
Sherm Poppen
Shirley A. Robertson
Donna H. Stewart
Gregory Strickland
David Sutter
Richard Sutter
Harvey W. “Bud” Tillery, Jr.
Mike Warlick
Dr. Raymond R. Webster

Gifts were given 
in honor of:

Margie Brinkley
Alan W. Connell
Alexis R. Davis
Dr. Mequanta L. McCord
Elizabeth B. “Tootsie” Rogers

The future is bright for our spring 2022 
graduates as their new adventure begins
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Degrees
offered

Campus
activities

Cumulative
jobs generated

1,088

$129M

Economic impact
fiscal year 2020

Student to
professor
ratio
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vs  Augusta United

vs  Charlotte Community Christian College

vs  Ramah Juco

@  Middle Georgia State University

@  Southern Shreveport University

@  Columbus State University

vs  Longwood University

@  Georgia Military College

vs  University of North Carolina Greensboro

vs  University of South Carolina

CLUB
FOOTBALL

9.3
9.10
9.17
9.24
10.1
10.8

10.15
10.22
10.29

11.5

2022 SEASON SCHEDULE


