
Faculty Senate Minutes 

Gordon State College 

November 7th, 2018  3:30 PM 

NAHS 114 

Call to Order:  Chair of the Faculty Senate Tony Pearson called the meeting to order at 3:31 

PM, after a delightful Diwali (festival of lights) presentation by Senator Joshi Beck, with 

complementary baked treats, also delightful, provided by Senator Beck. 

Faculty Senators present:  Bernard Anderson (Math and Natural Science), James Awbrey 

(Business and Public Service), Kris Beck (History and Political  Science), Prathiba Joshi Beck 

(Business and Public Service), Melissa Harrison (Associate of Science in Nursing), Erik 

McCarthy (Humanities), Cori Newton (Math and Natural Science), Andy Osborne (Math and 

Natural Science), Tony Pearson (Fine and Performing Arts), Caesar Perkowski (Humanities), 

Jim Rickerson (Hightower Collaborative Learning Center & Library), Jeff White (School of 

Education), Amy Yarbrough (Associate of Science in Nursing) 

Faculty Senators absent:  Cortney McLeod (Humanities) 

Non-Voting Members:  President Kirk Nooks, Provost and Vice President Academic Affairs 

Jeffery Knighton, Assistant Vice President for Academic Excellence Peter Higgins, Kenya 

Brown, Riley Fuller 

Suspension of the Rules:  Senator McCarthy moved to suspend the rules to allow non-senators 

to speak; the motion was seconded and adopted. 

Approval of Minutes:  Senator Osborne moved to approve the Minutes of the October 3rd, 2018 

meeting; the motion was seconded and the Minutes approved by unanimous vote. 

Committee Reports:  

 

1. Academic Assessment Committee – Senator Osborne 

  

 No report.  Next meeting date and location to be determined. 

 

2. Academic Judicial Committee – Senators Beck and Newton  

 

 No report.  Next meeting date and location to be determined. 

 

3. Academic Policy Committee – Senator McCarthy  

 

The committee met on October 31st to consider a slew of proposals, most of which have to 

do with a new Interdisciplinary Studies track:  “Communication and Management in the 

Entertainment Industry.”  This new track involves several additional new course proposals 

under the aegis of the Georgia Film Academy.  Additionally, there is a new course 

proposal for a “capstone course” in the Interdisciplinary Studies baccalaureate program.  

Finally, there are proposals to alter MATH 2101 (Introductory Statistics) and eliminate 

MATH 1401 (Survey of Calculus).  All eleven proposals passed through committee and will 



be forwarded to Statutes.  Next meeting date and location to be determined. 

 

4. Admissions, Advisement, Registration, Retention, and Financial Aid Committee – Senator 

Harrison  

 

 No report.  Next meeting date and location to be determined. 

 

5. Budget Advisory Committee – Senator White  

 

No report.  Next meeting date and location to be determined. 

 

6. Faculty Development Committee – Senator Perkowski  

 

No report.  The committee is scheduled to meet again on November 7th, immediately after 

the Faculty Senate meeting, in Russell 325. The committee will review the seven 

submitted proposals and make recommendations, while understanding that the allocated 

budget for this year has been reduced. 

 

7. Faculty Welfare Committee – Senators Anderson and Yarbrough  

 

The committee met on October 15th and renewed work on process and criteria for promotion 

of Lecturers (Faculty Handbook §7.7).  Next Committee Meeting Location and Time: 

November 12, 2018, Library Conference Room 220 3:30 pm. 

 

8. General Education Committee – Senator Awbrey  

 

General Education Committee meetings scheduled for September were postponed.  The 

General Education Committee met on Thursday, October 22, 2018.  The Chair presented 

a PowerPoint presentation outlining the Gen Ed assessment plans, methods, processes, 

and final reports from four other institutions. The members discussed the past issues and 

current status of assessing Gen Ed outcomes at Gordon. The members and visitors 

discussed the urgency of assessing the Gen Ed outcomes for the current academic year. 

The Committee decided to use an updated version of the ICLA assessment forms and re-

adopt the prior processes of department data collection for the Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 

semester. IE/IR personnel and Gen Ed committee members will meet with each of the 

department heads and selected faculty members to develop a more effective assessment 

process that utilizes course embedded, artifact-based data to report Gen Ed outcomes. The 

next meeting is scheduled for November 28th, at a location to be determined. 

 

9. Gordon Statutes Committee – Senator Pearson  

 

No report.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 7th in the President’s Conference 

Room. 

 



10. Instructional Technology & eLearning Committee – Senator McLeod  

 

The committee met on November 7th. Via email, the Committee is working on Chapter 10 

of the Faculty Handbook, in consultation with the Information Security Governance 

Committee.  The Committee is also working on a faculty-student survey that was created 

by Autumn Schaffer.  Next meeting date and location to be determined. 

11. Library Committee – Senator Joshi Beck  

 

No report.  The last meeting was canceled due to weather.  The next meeting is scheduled 

for November 28th, at a location and time yet to be determined. 

 

12. Planning Committee – Senator Rickerson  

 

 No report.  Next meeting date and location to be determined. 

 

Unfinished Business:  None 

New Business:  None  

Announcements:  

Chair of the Faculty Senate Tony Pearson announced an update to the Title IX 

statement in the Faculty Handbook; he also requested that all Senate Representatives 

confirm the Chairs of their respective committees and forward those names to Laura 

Chambley-Shadrick in order to update the website. 

President Kirk Nooks, Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs Jeffery 

Knighton, Assistant Vice President of Academic Success Peter Higgins, and students 

Kenya Brown and Riley Fuller previewed their upcoming BOR presentation “Campus 

Spotlight on Gordon State College” and received feedback from the audience. 

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 4:23 PM by motion from Senator McCarthy. 

 

 Recorded by Senator Erik McCarthy 

 


