Faculty Meeting: August 10, 2020 (Held on Zoom)
1. Jeff Knighton calls the meeting to order at 9:03 am.

2. Masoud Nourizadeh moves to approve the minutes of the April 2020 Faculty meeting,
Marwan Zabdawi seconds the motion. John George noted one typographic error in the
minutes. The motion passes pending the one correction.

3. Victor Vilchiz nominates Richard Schmude, Jr. to serve as secretary; Richard moves to close
the nomination and Richard is approved to serve another term as Faculty secretary.

4. Jeff informed the faculty that three committees need members (post Tenure Review, Human
Subjects Review and Institutional Animal Care and Use). Members were selected to
serve on these committees.

5. Jeff Knighton and others introduce new faculty.

6. Jeff Knighton announces the reorganization of academic affairs to include the school of
Education, Mathematics and Applied Sciences

7. Jeff Knighton describes the priorities for Academic Affairs for the 2020-2021 Academic Year.
This includes Strategic Initiatives and a new BA degree in Creative Industrial Arts.

8. Ric Calhoun speaks about Innovative Education and Strategic Initiatives. He also mentioned
we have fewer available computers. Finally he stressed that online classes should only
have one paid proctored exam (where students pay) per semester.

9. Jeff Knighton announces that all faculty completed the online certification training.

10. Matthew Robison and John Head speak about the face covering requirement on campus.
They speak about how to handle situations where people refuse to wear face covering.

11. Peter Higgins speaks about academic excellence. All tutoring will be virtual this year. He
also stresses that Always Alert is not a punishment but is designed to help students.

12. Jeff Knighton announces we had a 61.6 % retention rate. He announces the retirement of
Greg Hartman and Diane Hayden. He also announces there will be a virtual ceremony of
faculty receiving promotion and tenure. Finally all theater performances will be virtual.

14. President Kirk Nooks speaks about several things including retention during the COVID 19
crises. He also stresses the need to work on the Fifth Year SACS report.

15. Marwan Zabdawi moves to adjourn the meeting and Richard Schmude seconds; the motion
passes. The meeting adjourns at 11:07 am.



