
Informed Consent 
 
Attach an Informed Consent form of your own design for each subject population or, if 
appropriate, provide a script for an oral consent process. (See guidelines below.) 
 
If your subjects will be children (less than eighteen years old) design a parental permission process 
and describe how you will secure assent of the children. 

 
The informed consent process is at the heart of research with human participants.  It is the 
process through which we communicate respect for people’s autonomous choices.  We do this 
by giving them enough information to make a free choice, and by letting them know that if they 
choose to participate, they can skip portions or stop if they wish. 
 
Because it is so important, you should count on devoting some time and effort to developing 
your consent processes. 
 
Developing your informed consent processes requires that you put yourself in the shoes of your 
research participants.  What would you want to know before you decide to participate?  What 
would make the information truly understandable?   
 
You will be incorporating much of what you have written in this application, such as who you 
are, what your research is about, what you are asking the participants to do, and how you will 
protect confidentiality.  You will need to write this in a way that is understandable to your 
participants. 
 
Informed consent generally is obtained using a written document that the participants sign.  
However, under some circumstances an oral consent process may be used.  If you will use a 
written consent process, you must submit the text of your consent form(s) as one of your 
appendices.  Similarly, if you will use an oral consent process, submit a script of what you will 
say. 
 
You might be able to use an oral process or a written, non-signature process if one or more of 
the following is true. 
   
Check any that you think might apply to your research: 
 

 The participants do not read and write.  (If there is risk of harm, you may need a witness.) 
 

 Your research methods include surveys, questionnaires, or focus groups, and you will not collect any 
individually identifying information. 

 
 The primary risk is a breach of confidentiality and a consent form would be the only documented link 

between an individual and participation in the study.  (Example:  People with HIV/AIDS.) 
 

 The study data are collected through a telephone interview. 
 

 None of the above apply, but the research will take place in settings where written consent is 
considered disrespectful or in settings in which asking people to sign a document would cause distress. 

 



In many cases where the consent process is oral, researchers should give a card with contact 
information to participants in case they have any questions later.  
 
A card is usually not useful if the participant is illiterate, unless that person has easy and 
comfortable access to someone who is literate.  Sometimes oral directions to your residence or 
the mentoring organization’s office are more useful. 
  
The card should have the name and contact information that is practical to that population for 
the following: you, your Gordon College advisor (if any), and your in-country mentor (if any).   
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