
Institutional Mission Statement Modification, Gordon State College 

Recommendation:  That the Board approve the request of President Max Burns, that 
Gordon State College (“GSC”) be authorized to revise its institutional mission statement, 
effective  

Abstract: 

President Burns has requested that GSC be authorized to revise its mission statement.  The 
proposed mission statement is the product of the Strategic Planning Task Force, a group 
with representatives from the faculty, staff, students, alumni, foundation, and community.  
Further input was gathered through the use of focus groups for off-campus constituents, 
online surveys of all faculty and staff, discussions with the faculty senate and staff council, 
and student questionnaires.  The revised mission statement has received the support and 
endorsement of the full faculty and staff, student governance, the GSC Foundation, and GSC 
Alumni Board.  Both the current and proposed mission statements are provided below. 

 

Current mission statement: 

Gordon State College joined the University System of Georgia in 1972 as an associate level 
institution with a distinctive legacy of excellence in scholarship and service. From its 
founding in 1852, Gordon has grown and changed, not only in response to, but also in 
anticipation of, the educational needs of its community.  Gordon's scope of influence now 
extends beyond the surrounding areas to include the rapidly growing suburban areas south 
of Atlanta, east of Columbus, and north of Macon. A community in flux, this area of Georgia 
is rich in diversity and reflects extremes in economic and population growth which demand 
a mission that includes focused two-year professional offerings, the traditional pre-
baccalaureate curricula, and baccalaureate offerings targeting needs of the area.  Gordon 
State College fully serves the community by providing educational and cultural 
opportunities both within and beyond this area. The mission of Gordon State College, 
therefore, is to: 

1. prepare students for transfer into and success in baccalaureate and professional 
degree programs through the college transfer program; 

2. prepare students for entry into and success in specific occupations and careers 
especially demanded by the surrounding community through appropriate Associate 
and Baccalaureate programs; 

3. strengthen the academic skills of students otherwise unprepared for entry-level 
college work through the Learning Support program; and 

4. serve the community by providing opportunities for life-long learning and 
professional development through community service programs. 

Gordon State College is dedicated to providing a superior climate of learning through 
excellence in instruction, attention to students' needs, and cooperation with other agencies 
to enhance Gordon's own resources.  The College further commits itself to assembling a 
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faculty with excellent credentials that is dedicated to teaching, service and active in the 
pursuit of scholarship. 

In addition, Gordon State College offers student services and extracurricular activities 
which bolster the academic offerings of the College and extend the superior climate of 
learning from the classroom into every facet of campus life.  Residence halls enable the 
College to attract talented students from the state, nation, and world, further diversifying 
and enhancing the student body. 

The College aspires to reflect the complexity of its community by attracting and retaining a 
diverse student body, faculty, and staff; by offering classes at sites and at times to meet the 
needs of both traditional and non-traditional students; and by anticipating and offering 
programs and services which will prepare its students for a rapidly changing 
world.  Gordon State College distinguishes itself by offering strong programs in general 
education, the fine arts, and health care education, and by providing exciting cultural 
events for the area. 

Gordon State College shares with the other state colleges of the University System of 
Georgia the following core characteristics or purposes: 

1. a supportive campus climate, necessary services, and leadership and development 
opportunities to educate the whole person and meet the needs of students, faculty, 
and staff; 

2. cultural, ethnic, racial, and gender diversity in the faculty, staff, and student body, 
supported by practices and programs that embody the ideals of an open, 
democratic, and global society; 

3. technology to advance educational purposes, including instructional technology, 
student support services, and distance education; 

4. collaborative relationships with other System institutions, state agencies, local 
schools and technical institutes, and business and industry, sharing physical, human, 
informational, and other resources to expand and enhance programs and services 
available to the citizens of Georgia; 

5. a commitment to excellence and responsiveness within a scope of influence defined 
by the needs of a local area and by particularly outstanding programs or distinctive 
characteristics that have a magnet effect throughout the region or state; 

6. a commitment to a teaching/learning environment, both inside and outside the 
classroom, that sustains instructional excellence, functions to provide University 
System access for a diverse student body, and promotes high levels of student 
learning; 

7. a high quality general education program that supports a variety of well-chosen 
associate programs and prepares students for transfer to baccalaureate programs, 
learning support programs designed to ensure access and opportunity for a diverse 
student body, and a limited number of certificate or other career programs to 
complement neighboring technical institute programs; 



8. a commitment to public service, continuing education, technical assistance, and 
economic development activities that address the needs, improve the quality of life, 
and raise the educational level within the College's scope of influence; and 

9. a commitment to scholarship and creative work to enhance instructional 
effectiveness and meet local needs 

 

Revised Mission Statement: 

To provide an exceptional education through innovative teaching and engaged learning for 
the benefit of the world in which we live. 

Gordon State College will strive: 

• To ensure affordable, supportive access to high quality post-secondary education.  
• To develop creativity, critical thinking, problem solving, innovation, a global 

perspective and a commitment to lifelong learning that includes a respect for 
everyone involved in the process. 

• To maintain a commitment to engaged faculty-student interaction through intimate 
classroom experiences, innovative and effective teaching strategies, excellent 
advising and mentorship programs, and effective student support services. 

• To serve the broader community and region by developing academic programs and 
producing leaders equipped to contribute positively to middle Georgia, the United 
States, and the world. 

• To remember and celebrate the heritage of the College and its graduates. 
• To provide a beautiful and vibrant center of learning and scholarship as the 

touchstone of a diverse, connected community. 

 

 


